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1. December Events 

 

All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated. 

   

 Date Location  Event  Leader/ Judge/ 
Speaker 

 Thu, 1  Drake Hall  Beyond Group  Steve Brabner 

 Mon, 5  Drake Hall  SPEAKER: Peter Milsom   - Sport  Peter Milsom 

 Thu, 8  Committee   
Room  Mono Group - 7:45 start  Roger Wotton 

 Mon, 12  Drake Hall  PRINT COMP 2 – Judge:   Naomi Saul   Naomi Saul 

 Tue, 13  London  Outing: Elizabeth Line   and Christmas 
Lights 

 Juliet Ormiston/ 
 Patrick Hudgell 

 Wed, 14  Zoom  Committee Meeting   

 Thu, 15  Drake Hall  PIC Group - 7:45 start  Chris Palmer/ 
 Steve Smith 

 Mon, 19  Drake Hall  CHRISTMAS PARTY     

 Mon, 26    No Meeting   

    
 

 

2. Chairman's Message 

As the festive season is nearly upon us, we just have three Monday evening 

meetings for December. 

  

On the 5th December I think we shall be inspired by Peter Milsom’s talk on 



‘Sport’. Whilst Peter got his interest in photography from his father, landscape 

photographer Hugh Milsom (who some of you will remember speaking to us 

and judging our exhibition prints in the late 1990’s) it was not after 18 years of 

competitive athletics and coaching that Peter realised, he was actually 

interested in Sports Photography. Initially his efforts were directed at the sports 

events he was familiar with, and gradually he extended his interests to other 

sports including canoe slalom, jet ski racing and motor sports. 

Peter is fortunate that he is often granted media accreditation to major events 

which allows him to capture images of world class athletes from the best 

vantage points. 

  

On the 12th December we have our second print competition of the season. As 

always it is an open subject competition. The judge will be Naomi Saul ARPS, 

DPAGB, APAGB, EFIAP. Naomi is a wildlife photographer at heart and has an 

Associateship of the Society of International Nature and Wildlife Photographers. 

She has been a club photographer since 1986 and judge since 2006, whilst she 

says her interests expanded to all genre of photography over the years her real 

passion remains in the Great Outdoors-and to quote, 

 ‘particularly reacting to extremes of weather and quality of light – trying to 

ensure that my pictures convey the emotion created by the scene to those who 

view my images ‘ 

When judging Naomi says she tries to assess ‘what “drove” the photographer to 

take the picture and always enjoy seeing the work of others. 

  

On the 19th December we shall have our Christmas Party, we shall be serving 

wine soft drinks and snacks whilst we indulge ourselves in a Quiz organised by 

John Minter our President and an amusing  AV from Steve Brabner. Do come 

and enjoy our social evening. 

 Merry Christmas to everyone and a Happy New Year, I shall look forward to 

seeing everyone at our first meeting in January. 

Diane 



 

  

   
 

3. External Competitions  

There’s a fair bit to catch up on since my last report to you all in September 

when I was just about to embark on a cruise in the Med. Well, thanks to a last-

minute Covid infection which I blame on BA, it didn’t happen. Still, I have a 

credit so another cruise is mandatory. 

The competitions. 

The Rosebowl Round 1 at Amersham.  A PDI competition. 

The scores: APS 268; Wantage 248; Kidlington 243; Princes Risborough 

236.  So, a win for us.  Highlights for us were: 20 and a star for Maggie James 

“Perfect Turn” and Brian Gough “Not Convinced”. 19 for Patrick Hudgell “Allens 

Hummingbird Hovering” and Alison Trimbee “The Shape of Water”. 

The way this works is by a league table.  5 points for the winner of a round, 3 

points for second, 2 for third and 1 for fourth.  There are 3 rounds where we are 

drawn against up to 3 different clubs each time. So, our next round in January 

will be against Buckingham and Pinner.  Images can be re-used in each 

round.  Experience shows that if you get to 11 points you should be in the final. 

The North West Federation Cup.  Now back to being a Print and PDI 

competition. 

Round 1 at Pinner.  The scores: APS 223; Pinner 213; Harrow 205.  Another 

win.  Print highlights: 20 and a star, Brian Gough “Not Convinced”.  20 for Julie 

Mullings “The Interceptor”, Patrick Hudgell “Brown Hare Leaping”.  19 for Alan 

Sturges “Morning Dew” PDI highlights: 20 and a star for Chris Palmer “Leafy 

Frame” and Alison Trimbee “The Shape of Water”.  19 for Yin Wong “Victor”. 

Round 2 at Amersham.  The scores: APS 187; Pinner 170; Harrow 166.  The 

scores are lower because there are less images in round 2.  Print highlights: 20 

and a star for Ken Law “Passing the Time”and Hilary Bailey “Sunken 

Shore”.  19 for Brian Gough “Kris”.  PDI highlights: 20 and a star for Patrick 



 

Hudgell “Allens Hummingbird Hovering”.  19 for Linda Gould “ Looking for 

Lunch” 

This competition works by accumulating total scores.  So after 2 rounds, APS 

410; Pinner 383; Harrow 371.  That’s a 27 point lead for us which is just about 

unbeatable with one round to go (famous last words).  The third round is at 

Harrow on Dec 6th.  Images may only be used once in the preliminary round 

matches.  The winner advances to a semi final where only images already used 

are allowed. 

Both these competitions feature the awarding of stars.  Starred images advance 

to the final for a starred images competition. 

The PAGB Inter Club Print Competition 

Held at Blackburn annually.  What a great drive that is.  Because prints must be 

rotated between rounds 1 and 2, a club official has to be present.  This didn’t go 

well for us but no worse than expected as we finished in mid-table..  Scored out 

of 15 our best results from Round 1 were: 13 for Brian Ridgley “Red Deer 

Mating” and “Mountain Hare” also for Julie Mullings “Whiteout Blowing 

Over”.  12 for Julie’s “The Interceptor” and Maggie James “Focussed”. 

We didn’t qualify for Round 2 but were entered in The Plate Competition.  Mid 

table again.  Best scores: 14 for Brian Ridgley “ Red Deer Mating” and 

“Mountain Hare” also for Julie Mullings “The Interceptor”.  12 for Maggie’s 

“Focussed” 

That’s all folks! 

John Caton, Ext Comp Sec 

  

 

4.  Print Competitions 

The first Print Competition of the season was held on Monday 14th November 

2022.  Entry numbers were promising although I would encourage more 

General Class members to enter.  The results were as follows:- 



 

General Class:          1st Red Glass Balcony with Blue Sky by Nigel Longman. 

                                  2nd A sense of Loss by Hilary Pickersgill. 

                                  3rd Observing those Watching by Janette Quainton. 

 

Intermediate:             1st Crackington Haven, Bude, Cornwall by Eric Cheek. 

                                  2nd Holy Island Boat Shed by John Allport. 

                                  3rd Crossing the Mara River by Linda Gould. 

 

Advanced:                 1st Ready to Rumble by Brian Gough. 

                                  2nd Anna’s Hummingbird by Patrick Hugnell. 

                                  3rd Reading in Bath by Martin Warner. 

Full results can be found on the club website. 

The next Print Competition is on Monday 12th December. 2 prints per member 

permitted; entries, as usual, by midnight on Friday 9th December.  

Two pleas to those entering 1. Please ensure that identification corners are 

securely attached to the top left hand corner of the print mount.  A short piece of 

tape will usually suffice.   2. The rules of the club are designed to encourage 

members to produce new work for competitions. No image may be used more 

than once in an internal APS competition unless it is being entered into the Print 

of the Year and then only in the year it was originally entered into 

competition.  The decision of the Print/pdi Secretary is final when deciding if an 

image is similar to a previous entry from an author. For the avoidance of doubt 

my dictionary describes ‘similar’ as meaning ‘alike in one or more essential 

aspects or marked by a resemblance of a general kind’.  I hope the situation is 

now clear to all members.  Further reading is available on the club website. 

John Harding  
 



 

 

General - RED BALCONY WITH 

BLUE SKY by Nigel Longman  

 

Intermediate - CRACKINGTON HAVEN, 

BUDE, CORNWALL by Eric Cheek  

 

 

 

Advanced - READY TO RUMBLE  

by Brian Gough 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5.  PDI Competitions 

There were some excellent images for the second PDI competition which took 

place on Monday 28th December. 

Here are the winning images:   
 

 

 

General - ARCHIVE LIBRARY AT 

CROOME COURT by Nigel Longman  

 

Advanced - THREE LITTLE IRISES 

by Hilary Bailey  

 

 

Intermediate - CAUGHT IN THE LIGHT by John Allport  



 

 

6.  The Mono Group 

At our November Zoom meeting, 17 members presented a total of 46 images 

for discussion and received feedback from the group.  

We also welcomed 2 new members to the group. 

Our next meeting on 8th December will be live at the Chiltern Lifestyle Centre at 

7:45pm in the Committee Room, where we will once again viewing members 

prints.  

  

Roger Wotton - Mono Group Leader 

monogroup@amershamphotosoc.com 

  

The images below from our November meeting are by 

Yin Wong and Hilary Pickersgill.  
 

  

 

 

7.  Photographers in Camera (PIC) Group 

It was wonderful to welcome so many to the November PIC meeting, when four 

photographers kindly shared their work with us. 

First up was David Manning who was initially attracted to the optical distortions 

that can be achieved when using a Pezval lens. He then found that he could 

use an old Helios 58mm lens via an adaptor on his Nikon Z6 and achieve 

similar results. The print panel he displayed captured a wonderful feeling of light 

shining through a canopy of detail, leaves, berries, rose hips and branches. An 



uplifting start! 

Next the Group assisted Hilary Pickersgill in selecting and arranging her RPS 

Licentiate panel. All of her prints were enjoyable, but the final panel perhaps 

needs an additional one or two prints to achieve a balanced and cohesive final 

submission. It was great that the Group were able to participate in this learning 

opportunity. 

After a break (thanks Brian for the tea and coffee!), we next saw the work 

of Peter Lilywhite who showed a potential Associate panel of monochrome 

prints themed on the Outer Hebrides. Either Documentary or Travel in category, 

feedback was provided to guide Peter on determining the direction of his panel, 

what his statement might say, and to thereby select which images to work upon 

and fine tune for a subsequent submission. Many of the images effectively 

communicated what it is like to live and work on the Uist's, - we look forward to 

seeing how this panel matures. 

Finally the ever entertaining Mark Phillips started with a chemistry lesson, 

explaining how global warming was happening, and the damaging effects upon 

our planet. His prints displayed a very warm reddish hue that was subsequently 

explained when he revealed that they were captured with an adapted Fuji XT1 

camera that only recorded images in infra red and the normal spectrum that we 

all see. (UV light was blocked c/o a filter). Once this was explained the 

significance of the images, and the subsequent message took on a whole new 

meaning. Thanks Mark! 

Many members had previously ordered print backing cards and most were 

collected at the meeting. If other APS members would like some I have 

additional stock available. 25p each they're perfect for a lightweight backing 

solution for prints, and don't need to be cut down when using 40x50 mounts, 

(although they're not archival). Most are ordering in batches of 10, 20 or 40 

(£2.50; £5; £10). if you'd like some let me know. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 15th December in the Committee Room, 

(next door to the New Drake Hall) when we will see the work from Liz Vaz, Gill 

Morgan, and Andy Smith.  



 

We have one additional slot available, so please let Steve Smith or myself 

know. 

Chris Palmer  
 

 

 

 

 

8.  Outings 

At the beginning of November about 20 of us went on a very successful outing 

to the London Wetland Centre at Barnes. We were so lucky as the weather was 

perfect in between two very wet cold days. I think everyone will agree it was a 

very sociable day out and we got some excellent images. 



 

A selection of these are now on the APS Flickr site. 

  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums  
 

 

 

LOTS TO SEE AND SNAP by Wallace Wormley  

 

 

RED CRESTED POCHARD by Ken Law  

 

PUNA TEAL by Alan Sturges  

 London Wetland Centre Friday 4th November 

Our next outing is scheduled for Tuesday 13th December which will be a trip 

on the Elizabeth Line and visiting some of the London Christmas lights. 

This trip is now full. 

At the time of writing there is a proposed rail strike for this date, we have 

decided to wait until nearer the time and then make a decision as to what to do 



 

& whether to reschedule to the following week. Those coming have been 

notified.  

 

On Thursday February 2nd we are in process of planning a trip to Oxford. 

Please could you email outings@amershamphotosoc.com if you would like to 

join us or have any queries about the outings. Please don’t reply to the mail 

chimp email as it has to be forwarded on to us. 

Juliet 

   
 

 

 

9.  Amersham Beyond Group 

The next meeting of the Amersham Beyond Group will be in the Drake Hall on 

Thursday 1st December at 8pm. 

The current Challenges are; 

 

#32 Mobile App Art 

#33 Fine Art Found Object 

and the latest; 

#34 Light in the Dark 

 

No prior notice is required, just come along and join us. There is no charge. 

After a couple of visits as a guest, membership of APS will be required. If you 

have any digital photography questions or would like to be on the distribution list 

for calling notices and meeting notes, email me; 

beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com 

 

Notes of previous meetings and an FAQ is here; 

https://amershamphotosoc.com/message/viewforum.php?f=42&sid=716e6d8c0 

Cheers,  

Steve Brabner 

   
 



 

 

#33 BOWSAW by Laurie Turner  

 

 

#32 UPLIGHTS by Steve Brabner 

 

#32 STEAMPUNK by Tracy Bradbury 
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