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Newsletter January 2023

1. January Events

All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated. 

 Date  Location  Event 
 Leader/Judge/ 
Speaker 

 Mon, 2  No Meeting 

 Thu, 5  Drake Hall  Beyond Group  Steve Brabner 

 Mon, 9  Drake Hall  PRINT COMP 3 – Judge: 
 Roger Reynolds  Roger Reynolds 

 Wed, 11  Zoom  Committee Meeting 

 Thu, 12  Zoom  Mono Group - 7:45 start  Roger Wotton 

 Mon, 16  Zoom/Hybrid  SPEAKER:PHILIP SAVOIE 
- Principles of Photography

 Philip Savoie 

 Thu, 19  Drake Hall  PIC Group - 7:45 start  Chris Palmer/Steve 
Smith 

 Mon, 23  Drake Hall  PDI COMP 3 – Judge: 
 Sarah Sands  Sarah Sands 

 Wed, 25  Zoom  Colour Group  Laurie Turner 

 Thu, 26  Small 
Barn   Hall  AskAPS  Chrissi Ratcliffe 

 Mon, 30  Zoom/Hybrid  SPEAKER : Mark Littlejohn – 
 Title to be decided 

 Mark Littlejohn 

2. Chairman's Message

I hope you all enjoyed Christmas with family and friends and are now looking 

forward to see what challenges 2023 may bring. APS has a very full programme 

for the rest of the season which I trust you will all enjoy and be inspired to 

continue to create your own images in your favoured genre. This month’s 

Monday evening meetings comprise two internal competitions and two 



speakers. Please note for the ‘speaker evenings’, as both speakers live a 

distance away from Amersham they will be on zoom, therefore we shall be 

having hybrid meetings, the speakers will be zoomed into Drake Hall but for 

those wishing to stay at home you will be able to zoom from home. Many 

thanks for Steve and Tony who will be providing  the technical facilities. 

9th January  Print Competition No. 3  

Our judge for this evening will be Roger Reynolds FRPS,  he has been a 

photographer for over 45 years. He was an active member of RPS for many 

years including being a former Vice President and President. Roger has 

achieved two FRPS panels both with colour prints in 1986 and again in 2000. In 

1996 he received an Award for Photographic Merit from the PAGB and in the 

1998 he was the first person to be made fellow of the British Photographic 

Exhibitions. Roger was also a member of the London Salon of Pictorial 

Photography becoming its Chairman. To say Roger has won numerous 

photographic awards and competitions is an understatement and he clearly is 

someone accomplished in knowing what is a winning print. His main passions 

are the natural world, its landscapes (particularly in the USA) people, flora and 

fauna. 

16th January -  Speaker :Philip Savoie   ( Zoom – Hybrid ) 

'Principles of Photography' 

‘Philip has had a passion for photography from a young age and was invited to 

join the BBC’s Natural History Unit and his dream came true - he was able to 

explore the jungles of the Amazon, Congo and Papua New Guinea as well as 

revealing the surprising natural history on our own doorstep.’ 

‘His work included a range of projects including Planet Earth, Life of Mammals, 

Deep Jungle, Congo, Wild Africa, Life in the Undergrowth and the Natural 

Worlds series. 

Honoured with a BAFTA, EMMY and CINE nominations and awards including - 

Outstanding Individual Achievement in Cinematography from the Academy of 

Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences. 

Philip now lives in Wales, camera in hand chasing swallow, bumblebees and 

the milky way. I think this will be an extraordinary evening. 

23rd January  PDI Competition  No.3 



 

Our judge for the evening will be Sarah Sands. Sarah grew up influenced by her 

grandfather a photographer and allotment keeper but certainly her first love is 

art and being an artist. She has a degree in Art & Design with Fine Art 

Printing.  As a lover of nature and the environment Sarah gathers her ideas 

from her own locality. Sarah runs the Chiswick Camera Centre with her 

husband wildlife photographer Andy Sands, and since then ‘she has gained a 

much deeper understanding of photography. This allowed her to experiment 

with elements such as texture, colour and composition. She received her 

CPAGB in 2010 and joined the judges circuit’. 

Looking at her photographic images clearly Sarah is interested in pattern and 

texture. 

30th January - Speaker :  Mark Littlejohn  ( Zoom – Hybrid) 

Mark is a previous winner of Take a View UK Landscape Photographer of the 

year 2014 and over the last eleven years his images have achieved numerous 

Judges Commendations. His work has been featured a variety of national 

magazines and he has written several articles on landscape photography and 

his approach to it. 

He is basically a landscape photographer who says he sees little point in 

traveling in search of exotic locations ‘when quite often a beautiful image can be 

just around the corner from your front door’. 

Mark prefers the less popular view and his concentrates his efforts in the earlier 

part of the day. I note that his interests are both colour and mono images. His 

website actually does also include some stunning images of Venice particularly 

at night or maybe early morning! 

  

APS Exhibition  

Some news about this year’s exhibition. The Committee has chosen to have it 

slightly later in the year, so it will be from Tuesday 26th September to Saturday 

the 30th September. One of the reasons for the change being to move it from 

the August Bank Holiday as last year the footfall was down on previous years. 

There will be more news about the exhibition at a later date. 

Finally Happy New year to you all. 

Diane 
 

 



 

3. AskAPS  

At AskAPS on Thursday 26th January (in the small barn hall) we will be 

having a presentation by Geoff Walker on COLOUR MANAGEMENT. 

This workshop will teach you how to obtain consistent colour from screen to 

print. 

So whether you print your own images on your home printer, or whether you 

send your images to a commercial lab you can learn to ensure that your prints 

come out exactly as you want them to. 

There will be information on computer calibration devices also. 

Chrissi 

 

 

4.  Print Competitions 

The next print competition is on Monday 9th January 2023. The judge is Roger 

Reynolds. Please have all titles in by midnight on 6th January.  

 

Print Competition 2 took place on 19th December. The results were as follows: 

General Class:-  1st 'Curves' by Hilary Pickersgill 

                            2nd 'Hand Carding Fleece' by Nigel Longman  

                            3rd 'Dew on Hawksweed' by Hilary Pickersgill 

  

Intermediate:-     1st 'Old Mooring Ring, Holy Island' by Gill Allport 

                            2nd 'Centenarian Monk' by Linda Gould 

                            3rd 'Tower at the South Bank' by Alan Sturges 

  

Advanced:-          1st 'Tidal Flow, Happisburgh' by Gill Morgan     

                             2nd 'Not Convinced' by Brian Gough 

                             3rd 'Leaving the Den' by John Bailey  
 



 

 

   General - CURVES by Hilary Pickersgill  

 

   Intermediate - OLD MOORING RING,             

HOLY ISLAND by Gill Allport  

 

 

                 Advanced - TIDAL FLOW by Gill Morgan  

Proposed changes to the APS Print Competition rules. 

Effective from September 2023. 

  

 

 



 

Regulations for Internal Competitions 

Annual Print Competition Rules 

  

Para 1. 

There is a print competition each year comprising five rounds.  A maximum of 

ten prints can be entered by a member into the print competitions.   i.e. 2 prints 

per competition.  The marks from the eight highest scoring prints will be used to 

determine the winner, second and third place in each class. 

  

Para 2.  The dates of each competition will be shown on the programme page 

of the APS Website.  Print Titles, Author’s name and unique corner 

identification number must be sent, preferably by email to 

printsec@amershamphotosoc.com by midnight on the Friday preceding each 

Monday competition evening.  Each print must have the unique identifying 

corner, available from the Print Secretary at the start of each season, displayed 

on the top left-hand corner of the print mount.  Corners from previous years 

may not be used. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I am suggesting these changes as the current regulations, as shown on the 

APS Website, do not represent the actual situation in print competitions at the 

moment.  I came to the conclusion that it may be time to reconsider the rules 

and make some changes to reflect the situation regarding the lack of prints and 

to bring print competitions in line with the PDI competitions. (10 images with the 

lowest two scores disregarded to decided final league placings)   Any 

comments should be directed to printsec@amershamphotosoc.com 

EFFECTIVE FROM SEPTEMBER 2023 

John Harding  
 

 

 

 

5.  PDI Competitions 

The next PDI competition is on Monday 23rd January. All entries must be 

received by midnight on Friday 20th January.  
 



 

 

 

6.  The Mono Group 

At our December meeting at the Lifestyle Centre, 12 members presented a 

variety of prints that were discussed and appreciated by the group.  

  

Our next meeting on 12th January will be on Zoom, where we will again be 

viewing and discussing members images.  

Roger Wotton - Mono Group Leader 

monogroup@amershamphotosoc.com 

   
 

 

7.  Photographers in Camera (PIC) Group 

The December meeting of the PIC Group was essentially a lesson for us all. 

Unintentionally it turned out to be themed "Photos on my doorstep", as all four 

presenters displayed work taken near to home. 

First up Liz Vaz, (who has a place in Brighton), displayed an impressive 

number of black and white prints taken on the Pier, exploring life of the many 

people who visit it. The Group appreciated many of the images and encouraged 

Liz to continue this as a project, exploring the photographic opportunities at 

different times of the day, season, or year. A great start! 

Next, we saw Andy Smith, (who lives in Stoke Poges). He has been working 

upon a potential Landscape Associate panel of Stoke Common, and here he 

presented his latest, (and much improved) panel and statement. Accurate 

colour and a cohesive balanced arrangement were appreciated, but slight 

repetition of content were a concern, along with two images that require more 

refined processing. 

I suspect that it might be five years since Gill Morgan showed us some of her 

work, so it was a real pleasure to next see an good number of tasteful arranged 

intimate landscape details, including leaves, berries, a birds nest and a snail! Lit 

with available light in a conservatory, it made a very pleasing sequence. The 

Group felt that these had a very strong commercial appeal, and would love to 



 

see more. 

Finally Steve Hunter, who lives not far from Ashridge, showed some new and 

very recently captured landscape prints taken under wonderful snowy 

conditions in the forest. (So appropriate as we approach the festive season). It's 

important to seize the opportunities when frost and snow are present, a chance 

to produce a different style of shot. 

Resoundingly these presentations reinforced the message that we don't need to 

venture far to secure good images. We hope that members will be able to step 

out with their cameras during Christmas and New Year, burn off some of the 

turkey, and continue this trend. We will reconvene for the January PIC meeting 

on Thursday 19th January 2023, when Steve and I will welcome you back. 

 

Chris Palmer  
 

 

 

 

8.  Outings 

Happy New Year to you all. 

The first outing of 2023 will be a trip to Oxford on Thursday 2nd February. 

We will wander around the town and visit the Ashmolean Museum. 

The plan would be to drive to the ‘Park and Ride ‘at Thornhill and go by bus into 



 

the centre of town. (15min)  

  

Unfortunately, we had to cancel the trip on the Elizabeth Line in December due 

to the train strike. We hope to reinstate a similar trip in the Spring without the 

Christmas lights! 

  

Please could you email outings@amershamphotosoc.com if you would like to 

join us or have any queries about the outings. Please don’t reply to the mail 

chimp email as it has to be forwarded on to us. 

  

Images from all our trips can be seen on the link below. 

 https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums 

Juliet 
 

 

9.  Amersham Beyond Group 

Next Meeting: 

Will be in the Drake Hall on Thursday 5th January at 8pm 

The current Challenges are; 

#33 Fine Art Found Object 

#34 Light in the Dark 

and the latest; 

#35 Deconstructed Landscape 

No prior notice is required, just come along and join us. There is no charge. 

After a couple of visits as a guest, membership of APS will be required. If you 

have any digital photography questions or would like to be on the distribution list 

for calling notices and meeting notes, email me; 

beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com 

 

Notes of previous meetings and an FAQ are here; 

https://amershamphotosoc.com/message/viewforum.php?f=42&sid=716e6d8c0 

  

IMPORTANT - February Meeting: 



 

Is scheduled for 2nd February but I will be abroad.  Would you be willing to run 

the meeting for us? Failing this, the meeting will have to be cancelled. 

  

Cheers,  

Steve Brabner 

   
 

 

 

# 32 BEMBRIDGE BEACH by Steve 

Brabner  

 

#34 TUNNEL VISION by Ken Batchelor  

 

 

#33 MUFFIN by Peter Lilywhite  
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