
 

 

  

 

 

 

Newsletter March 2023 

 

1. March Events 
All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated. 

 Date  Location  Event 
 Leader/Judge/ 
Speaker 

 Thu, 2  Drake Hall  Beyond  Steve Brabner 

 Mon, 6  Drake Hall  Members’ Evening   

 Wed, 8  Zoom  Committee Meeting   

 Thu, 9  Zoom  Mono Group - 7:45 start  Roger Wotton 

 Mon, 13  Drake Hall 
 PRINT COMP 5 –  
 Judge: Colin Southgate 

  Colin Southgate 

 Thu, 16  Drake Hall  PIC Group - 7:45 start 
 Chris Palmer/ Steve 
Smith 

 Fri, 17  Tring  Outing - College Lake 
 Juliet Ormiston/ 
 Patrick Hudgell 

 Mon, 20  Drake Hall 
 SPEAKER:DAVID GIBSON –   Street 
Photography 

   David Gibson 

 Thu, 23 
 Small 
Barn   Hall 

 AskAPS  Chrissi Ratcliffe 

 Mon, 27  Drake Hall 
 PDI COMP 5 – 
 Judge: Kathy Chantler 

  Kathy Chantler 

 Wed, 29  Zoom  Colour Group  Laurie Turner 
 

  

  



 
2. Chairman's Message 
  
I trust that you are all continuing to enjoy our programme this season. 
  
6th March  Members Evening 
‘An Evening with Steve Smith FRPS’ 
Steve is one of the longest serving members of APS and can be described as a social 
documentary and street photographer. He specialises in producing monochrome prints from 
film and digital capture. His images have been accepted for the Royal Academy Summer 
Exhibition. Steve’s work has also been published in The Sunday Times, The Independent On 
Sunday, Advanced Photography and RPS Journal. He has had solo exhibitions in Cuba, Scotland 
and London . 
Not only is Steve an active member of Royal Photographic Society, he also belongs to the 
London Salon of Photography and the Arena Group of Photographers. Steve runs our PIC 
Group with Chris Palmer and has kept Wycombe Camera Club active. 
I understand Steve will be speaking about his recent works, which I believe we shall all find 
inspirational even though not everyone is a street photographer. 
  
13th March  Print Competition 5 
This is our fifth print competition and the judge is Colin Southgate FRPS, DPAGB. Colin is a 
member of Harpenden Photographic Club, and clearly, from his website, he enjoys a mixed 
genre of photography. I noticed that his recent works are centred on infrared and also creative 
abstract expression. Colin has advised that his photography over the years has been influenced 
by Irene Foy, Hugh Milsom, Leigh Preston and APS’s Vic Attfield . 
  
20th March   Speaker - David Gibson and his ‘Street Photography’. 
David has been taking street photographs for over 30 years. His current thinking is that whilst 
he has a conventional approach to street photography this is set against a liking for abstract. If 
you look on his website you will see some images from Chernobyl. David spoke to us in 2019, 
when the members responses included ‘inspiring’ ‘enjoyable’ and ‘a fun evening’. 
  
27th March   PDI Competition 5 
Our 5th PDI competition with judge Kathy Chantler ARPS. Kathy belongs to ImageZ Camera 
Club in Weston Turville and from her website she clearly is interested in abstract photography 
using various camera techniques. 
  
Many thanks to those members who have kindly offered to help with the catering for the 
CACC Day at Drake Hall on the 12th March and also the Rosebowl Finals on the 23rd April . 
If you are at a loose end on the 12th March do come along to Drake Hall and see the images 
from the Championship Day . 
  
Many thanks to those members responding to our request for new committee members, 
however we are still looking for someone interested in being Vice Chairman, Programme 
Secretary and someone to take over or at least help Mike Hynes with the website. Please do 
volunteer. 



 

Diane Smith 
 
 
  

 

3. AskAPS 
On the 23rd of March, at 8pm, in The Small Barn Hall, AskAPS is delighted to present an 
evening of 
  
“SEEING, CAPTURING, CREATING.” With Steve Hunter. 
 
If you’ve ever wondered how Steve produces his stunningly beautiful landscape images - 
especially, and particularly his exquisite Snowscapes - here’s your chance to find out. 
This promises to be a very educational evening where you will learn how to produce a 
beautiful image, that starts from the moment you see a scene, through the capture, and along 
to the creativity. Also, if, like me, you find photography in the snow a tad tricky, this is 
definitely an evening for you. 
  
There will be lots of prints to view, and you are warmly invited to bring along your own prints 
to show Steve who will be happy to provide help, encouragement and critique. 
  
Please come along for a great evening… bring your notebooks and AskAPS lots of questions! 
Chrissi Ratcliffe 

  

4. Print Competitions 
Our fourth Print Competition was held on Monday 13th February.  The winning entries were as 
follows:- 

General Class  –    1st ‘A Street Serenade’ by Nigel Longman 
                                2nd ‘The Stairwell’ by Nigel Longman 
                                3rd ‘On the Bridge’ by Hilary Pickersgill 
Intermediate  -      1st Dalmatian Pelican’ by John Allport 
                                2nd ‘Grace at the Café Italo’ by Alan Sturges 
                                3rd ‘Long Shadow of Mayfair’ by Andy Smith 
Advanced Class  - 1st ‘Enchanted’ by Brian Gough 
                                2nd ‘An Informal Arrangement’ by Alison Trimbee 
                                3rd ‘ Stoic’ by Brian Gough 

  
Congratulations also to all those who didn’t quite make the leader board but had their work 
highly commended by the Judge. 
Our next and final print competition of this season is on Monday 13 March.  Be sure to get 
your entries to the Print Secretary before midnight on Friday 10th March. 



 

The Print Final is on Monday 22nd May 2023. 
John Harding 

 

 

 

Advanced - ENCHANTED by Brian Gough 



 

 

Intermediate - DALMATION PELICAN by John Allport 

 

 

General - A STREET SERENADE by Nigel Longman 



 

 
5. PDI Competitions 
The results of PDI 4 will appear in next months newsletter. 
The last PDI Competition is on 27th March, all entries in by midnight on 24th March. 
The PDI Final is on 15th May. 
 
  

 

6.  Colour Group 
Is a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and celebrating our 
colour pictures 
  
• Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown and the author talks 
about them. 
• We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often questions on where 
and how. 
• Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and weaknesses and 
potential improvements. 
  
It is a fun enjoyable evening. To quote members; 
  
“Its spending the evening with a group of interesting, enjoyable friends and seeing wonderful 
images 
“Its a great way  to understand and improve my work” 
“We always have a great evening” 
  
Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and take the first 
steps to be ready for competition. 
Experienced members have improved work for external international exhibitions. 
Some members come just to watch and enjoy. 
  
“So something for all and its fun - please join us” 
  
When and were: Last Wednesday of the month starting at 8.00 and finishing at 
10.00.  Alternate, each month, between live and virtual Zoom meetings 
(see programme). If you are not a member of our group and would like to be please 
email laurie899@hotmail.co.uk 
 Laurie 
  
  

7. Photographers in Camera ( PIC) 
The enthusiasm within the Group continues to grow, and we once again had a full evening of 
prints to appreciate at our February meeting. 
Don Lanstone has been in Canada visiting relations and used it as an opportunity to gather a 



 

lovely set of 14 candid family portraits while he was there. No doubt they will be greatly 
valued in the future and provided a nice start to our meeting. 
Alastair Cowe rarely shows work so it was pleasing to view 8 of his cycling/cyclo cross prints 
and learn a bit more about the sport at the same time. Tricky conditions to cycle in, and similar 
issues for the photography! 
Jaffer Bhimji took us up to our break with a project he had been working upon during 
lockdown - cyanotype prints, requiring no camera! He kindly demonstrated the process and 
explained the techniques, concluding with some successful examples of his efforts. Many PIC 
members were intrigued and I would be surprised if we don't see more examples of this 
alternative process in the future. [Fotospeed market their own cyanotype 
kit https://fotospeed.com/cyanotype-process-kit.html. There's a video explaining the process 
too.] 
John Timbrell concluded our meeting with a truly impressive set of 15 monochrome minimal 
architectural details, all beautifully presented on appropriate mountboards. The Group's 
appreciation might encourage John to expand the panel and to produce more in the future? 

 

 

 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 16th March when Steve Hunter and Tim Hodges will be 
showing work. We have space for more presenters so please contact me in advance and book 
your slot! 

Chris Palmer FRPS. 

 
8.  Outings 



 

We had a good turn out for a very enjoyable outing to Oxford at the beginning of the month. 
Some of our images can now be seen on our Flickr site 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums 
  
Our next outing will be on Friday 17th March @ 10.00am to College Lake nature reserve 
Tring. https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/college-lake 
  
If you would like to join us, please email outings@amershamphotosoc.com 
Juliet 
  

 

 
9.  Amersham Beyond Group 
Next Meeting: 
Will be in the Drake Hall on Thursday 2nd March at 8pm 
 
The current Challenges are; 
#34 Light in the Dark 
#35 Deconstructed Landscape 
and the latest; 
#36 Shoot Through 
 
No prior notice is required, just come along and join us. There is no charge. 
 
After a couple of visits as a guest, membership of APS will be required. If you 
have any digital photography questions or would like to be on the distribution list 
for calling notices and meeting notes, email me; 
beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com 
 
Notes of previous meetings and an FAQ are here; 
https://amershamphotosoc.com/message/viewforum.php?f=42&sid=5d36bc24670bc47e215d
0140c076d175 
  
Cheers,  
Steve Brabner 



 

 

#34 BLUE DRUM by Hilary Pickersgill 



 

 

#35 THE TREE THROUGH THE SEASONS by David Pearson 

 

 

#35 VIEW TWO by Diane Smith 

10.           APS Covid guidance 



 

The following APS guidance will be reviewed monthly by the committee. Please contact a 
committee member if you have any comments or suggestions relating to this guidance. 

At the time of writing (January 2023) cases of Covid and other respiratory infections in the 
local population are abnormally high. Wearing a face mask during APS meetings will remain 
optional. However while infection levels are high, to maximise personal protection, it is 
recommended that FFP2 or FFP3 grade face masks are worn by those that feel vulnerable. 

Nobody should feel embarrassed about wishing to protect themselves by wearing a face 
covering. Under "How to help stop the spread of Covid 19" NHS advice states "wear a face 
covering when it's hard to stay away from other people – particularly indoors or in crowded 
places". 

Please do not attend a meeting if you feel unwell, have Covid or any other respiratory 
symptoms or have tested positive for Covid in the past week. We will not seek evidence of 
vaccination or negative tests. We rely on our members to act sensibly for the protection of 
others and themselves. 

APS Committee 
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