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1. December Events 

 

All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated.  

 Date  Location  Event  Leader/ Judge/ 
Speaker 

 Mon, 4  Drake Hall  Phone Cameras Come of Age  Bob Marshall 

 Wed, 6  Old   Amers
ham 

 Outing:  
 Old Amersham at Night 

 Juliet Ormiston/ 
 Patrick Hudgell 

 Thu, 7  Drake Hall  Beyond Group  Steve Brabner 

 Mon, 11  Drake Hall  PRINT COMP 2 – Judge: 
 Dave Hipperson  Dave Hipperson 

 Wed, 13  Zoom  Committee Meeting   

 Thu, 14  Committee   
Room  Mono Group  Roger Wotton 

 Mon, 18  Drake Hall  Christmas Party   

 Thu, 21  Drake Hall  PIC Group - 7:45 start  Chris Palmer/ 
 Steve Smith 

 Mon, 25     No Meeting   

 

   
 

 

 

2. Chairman's Message 

November was a ‘competition‘ month with one extremely informative and 

technical talk from Dr Ian Wilson on file preparation and printing. 



 

The day before November we had finished first in Round 1 of the Rosebowl 

Competition. Whilst we had several images which scored well our top scorer 

with 20, was Alison Trimbee’s image ‘ Milky Way over Tyneham’.  
 

 

 

MILKY WAY AT TYNEHAM by Alison Trimbee  

 

 

We hosted Round 3, of our group in the North West Fed. and  for those who did 

not attend I am pleased to say we qualified for one of the semi finals. We had 3 

top scoring images . In the PDI section Yin Wong’s image of ‘Chelsea 

Pensioner In Art Gallery’ scored 20 and was the starred image. In prints, both 

Steve Hunter’s image ‘Japanese Birch‘ and Nigel Longman’s ‘Hand Carding 

Fleece’ scored 20.  
 



 

 

CHELSEA PENSIONER AT ART GALLERY by Yin Wong  

 

 

   JAPANESE BIRCH 

   by Steve Hunter  

 

  HAND CARDING FLEECE 

  by Nigel Longman  



 

Many thanks to Brian Ridgley and his team who spend many hours deciding 

which prints and pdis should be entered into which competition. 

  

December, the festive season is nearly upon us, so we just have three 

meetings this month. 

  

On the 4th December we have an evening entitled ‘Phone Camera’s Come of 

Age’. You may recall this evening was deferred from September. Bob Marshall 

will be leading the evening and showing member’s  images. Those who attend 

the Beyond Group will appreciate how accomplished Bob has become using 

some phone apps. We shall also have time for refreshments and some 

socialising . 

  

On the 11th December we have our second print competition of the season. 

Please remember titles to John Harding by midnight on the 8th December. 

Our judge for the evening is Dave Hipperson, who has been a keen 

photographer since the 1970’s. He also has been a keen flyer of free flight 

duration model aeroplanes and whilst being an engineer and journalist, part of 

his early life was spent running a fleet of mobile discos himself and in his words 

‘playing records to people and getting paid for it. It was tough, but 

somebody  had to do it !’ 

  

He also believes ‘everyone on the planet should be a member of a camera 

club’. 

  

Since 2012, Dave has been a CACC judge attending clubs and acting as an 

impartial opinion and encouragement to a club’s competition work. You will find 

some of Dave’s images on the Park Street website and not surprisingly some 

feature model aeroplanes also! Do look on his website. 

  

On the 18th December we are holding a social evening hence named 



 

‘Christmas Party’. We shall have an amusing  ‘AV ‘ from Steve Brabner, a quiz 

being prepared by Alan Colegrave and John Minter and a raffle organised by 

Brian (if you are able to donate prizes please bring them along to Drake Hall on 

either the 4th or 11th December). Half the money raised will go to APS and the 

other to the Samaritans Charity  in Amersham  and if members are interested 

we may auction a signed Joe Cornish print (again with funds going to the 

Charity). I am not sure what order the events will take place, and of course 

there will be seasonal refreshments. Hopefully you will come along and enjoy 

the evening. 

  

One serious note we are still looking for a Treasurer for next year, please do 

come forward if you can work an excel spread sheet. Peter Lillywhite will have 

time to show someone the ropes in the spring before he embarks on various 

trips. 

  

Anyway, for anyone not coming to an event in December, have a Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Diane 

 

 

   
 

4.  Print Competitions 

We held our first Print Competition of the season on Monday 13th November 

2023. I was pleased at the number of entries, particularly from the General and 

Intermediate Classes. I hope it encourages more to follow suit. Congratulations 

to the authors of the images that were placed or commended. The Results are 

as follows:- 

  

General Class:      1st ‘Tete a Tete’ by Richard Pitt               

                              2nd ‘Contemplation’ by Richard Pitt 

                              3rd ‘Kelly Tarn’ by Sue Ellis 



 

Intermediate:         1st ‘Serenity’ by John Allport 

                              2nd ‘Pelican in Flight’ by Gill Allport 

                              3rd ‘In the eyes of the Law’ by John Allport 

Advanced:             1st ‘Evening Alert’ by Hilary Bailey 

                              2nd ‘Vacuero with Garrocha’ by Julie Mullings 

                              3rd ‘Two Faced’ by Yin Wong 

 

CLASS WINNERS  

 

 

 

General - TETE A TETE by Richard Pitt  



 

 

Intermediate - SERENITY by John Allport  

 

 

Advanced - EVENING ALERT by Hilary Bailey  



 

For our first Print Competition we requested image authors from the 

Intermediate and Advanced Classes to submit pdi copies of their images when 

submitting print details to the print secretary. We have decided to amend this for 

future print competitions. In future we will only request pdi copies of images 

from those classes that are placed or commended by the judge. We will contact 

those concerned after the competition evening.  

The 2nd Print Competition will be held on Monday 11th December. Please 

send details of entries before midnight on Friday 8th December to 

printsec@amershamphotosoc.com. 

 

John Harding,  

Print Secretary. 

 

   
 

 

5.  PDI Competitions 

Members who submit images to either pdi competition or the Beyond Group 

should receive auto acknowledgement and also a summary of your results after 

a pdi competition. If you do not receive these please let Steve Holden know via 

the pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com address. 

 

The second PDI competition was held on 9th October. 

Congratulations to the winners.  

 

General - RUSHING FOR LUNCH 
by Neil Lynch 



 

   

 

Intermediate - THE WASHING LINE 

by Nigel Longman  

Advanced - THE CATWALK  
by Yin Wong 

 

The next PDI competition will be on 15th January again  on Zoom. 

For those that haven’t entered before the rules and instructions are on the 

competitions pages of the website 

https://www.amershamphotosoc.com/competitions-internal/. 

Any submissions should be emailed to the competition address at 

pdientry@amershamphotosoc.com by midnight on the Friday night (12th 

January) before the competition on the Monday. 

  

If you have any questions they can be asked to me (Steve Holden) on most 



 

Monday nights either at the break or after the meeting, or via the 

pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com address. 

Steve Holden 

 

 

   
 

 

6.  The Mono Group  

At our November meeting on Zoom, we viewed 36 varied and interesting 

images, which all received comments and constructive advice from members.  

Our season continues with meetings alternating between Zoom and Live. 

Details of our December live meeting in the Committee Room at the Lifestyle 

Centre, will be emailed to members ahead of the meeting as usual.  

Should you wish to join our group, please email me at the address below to be 

added to our mailing list to receive details of the meetings. 

Roger Wotton, Mono Group Leader. 

monogroup@amershamphotosoc.com 

  

 

 
7.  The Colour Group 
Is a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and 

celebrating our colour pictures. 

 

•    Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown and 

the author talks about them. 

•    We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often 

questions on where and how. 

•    Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and 

weaknesses and potential improvements. 



 

It is a fun enjoyable evening. To quote members; 

 

 “Its spending the evening with a group of interesting, enjoyable friends and 

seeing wonderful images” 

“Great way to understand and improve my work” 

“We always have a great evening” 

 

Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and 

take the first steps to be ready for competition 

Experienced members have improved work for external international 

exhibitions. 

Some members come just to watch and enjoy. 

 

“So something for all and its fun - please join us” 

 

When and where: 

Last Wednesday of the month starting at 8.00 and finishing at 10.00  

Alternate, each month, between live and virtual Zoom meetings (see 

programme).  

If you are not a member of our group and would like to join please contact 

me laurie899@hotmail.co.uk and you will be put on the distribution list. 

Look forward to seeing you. 

Laurie Turner  

 

 

 

8.  Amersham Beyond Group 

This group is for creative photography and photo art. We enjoy exploring 

beyond the viewfinder. We are a sub-group of APS but everyone is welcome 

including visitors not yet 

signed up as members. There are no rules or judges, no equipment required, 

no prior notice. Success is an accident – showing up makes us accident prone. 



 

  

We meet monthly and the next meeting will be on Thursday 7th December in 

the Drake Hall, from 8 to 10pm. 

  

The current Challenges are; 

#39 Challenge Yourself 

#40 Surrealism 

and the latest; 

#41 Photo Haiku  
 

 

#39 

TINTYPE 1 
by Ray Higginbottom  

 

#40 INSIDE OUT 

by Steve Brabner  



 

 

#40 ESCAPED by Laurie Turner  

 

If you have any digital photography questions or would like to be on the 

distribution list for calling notices and meeting notes, email me; 

beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com 

  

Notes of previous meetings and an FAQ are here; 

https://amershamphotosoc.com/message/viewforum.php?f=42&sid=ab73676e9

c2c3bbbf544f7243f55f8d2 

  

Every image produced by group members since 2019 is here; 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/71981796@N00/albums 

Cheers, 

Steve Brabner 

 

 

   
 



 

9. PIC Group 

I was very much looking forward to fronting the November PIC meeting with 

Steve Smith, and indeed it turned out to be a memorable evening. 

First we saw a new panel from Mike Randall, intended for a subsequent RPS 

Fellowship submission. A very original presentation of 21 prints behind circular 

cut mounts, Mike's theme was based upon the sculptures of Henry Moore, 

subsequently manipulated to produce fascinating shapes and abstractions in 

monochrome. The statement was discussed by the Group, as was the work 

after viewing, and Mike had much to consider for the further development of this 

project. 

Andy Smith has recently been successful in the Landscape genre with his 

Stoke Common themed Landscape submission, and it was helpful to compare 

his first attempt at a panel with the final version that earnt his ARPS in Bristol. 

After welcome refreshments we were then treated to a viewing of visitor Barry 

Webb's Natural History Fellowship panel, on the theme of slime moulds. Having 

had a personal input in the final completion of the panel I was able to persuade 

Barry to present his fabulous work to the PIC Group, and I know that all those 

present really appreciated this opportunity to view, in my opinion, an 

outstanding piece of work. Members were able to learn from Barry about the 

unknown and often unseen world of slime moulds, and the significant 

photographic techniques required to photograph these miniscule subjects. 

Thanks Barry! 

Our next meeting falls just before Christmas, on the 21st December. We look 

forward to seeing work from Steve Hunter, Gill Morgan, Tim 

Hodges and Roger Wooton, so it promises to be another PIC meeting not to 

be missed. 

Chris Palmer  

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

   
 

 

10.  Outings 

It was great to see so many of you on the Burnham Beeches outing. We had a 

really good day out and took many beautiful images. 

The images are now on our Flickr site 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums 

  

Wednesday 6th December we will go to Old Amersham in the evening to take 

some low light shots. Due to the nature of this trip, we have had to cap numbers 

as tripods on pavements in the dark would be too hazardous. We have created 

a reserve list and may re-run the trip on another evening if popular 

  

January 19th Kings Cross  

https://www.kingscross.co.uk/ 

We will be visiting the exciting Kings Cross area, Granger Square, Regents 

Canal and the Camley Street nature park. The list is already filling up for this 

trip. 

  

If you would like to join us, please email outings@amershamphotosoc.com and 

we will add you to the list. 

  

If you have any queries about the outings, please email or speak to either Juliet 

or Patrick at the meetings or at The Beech House Amersham on a Wednesday 

morning. 

Juliet and Patrick  
 

  

 

APPENDIX 

 



 

 

APS Covid Guidance 

The following APS guidance is reviewed monthly by the committee. 

Please contact a committee member if you have any comments or 

suggestions relating to this guidance. 

Wearing a face mask during APS meetings will remain optional. However 

when infection levels are high, to maximise personal protection, it is 

recommended that FFP2 or FFP3 grade face masks are worn by those 

that feel vulnerable. 

Nobody should feel embarrassed about wishing to protect themselves by 

wearing a face covering. Gov.uk guidance updated June 2023 states: 

"Face coverings and face masks can help reduce the chance of you 

spreading infection to others, especially in crowded and enclosed spaces, 

and may protect you from becoming infected by some respiratory viruses." 

Please do not attend a meeting if you feel unwell, have Covid or any other 

respiratory symptoms or have tested positive for Covid in the past week. 

We will not seek evidence of vaccination or negative tests. We rely on our 

members to act sensibly for the protection of others and themselves. 

 

APS Committee 

 

    

 
   

 
 

     

 

 


