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1. January Events 

 

All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated. 

  

 Date  Location  Event 
 Leader/Judge/ 
Speaker 

 Mon, 1    No Meeting   

 Thu, 4 
 Large 
Barn   Hall 

 Beyond  Steve Brabner 

 Mon, 8  Zoom 
 SPEAKER  :  ANDY PHILLIPS 
"Landscape" 

 Andy Phillips 

 Wed, 10  Zoom  Committee Meeting   

 Thu, 11  Zoom  Mono Group  Roger Wotton 

 Mon, 15  Zoom 
 PDI COMP 3 - Judge: 
 Richard Speirs 

  

 Thu, 18  Drake Hall  PIC Group - 7:45 start 
 Chris Palmer/ 
 Steve Smith 

 Fri, 19  Kings Cross  Outing 
 Juliet Ormiston/ 
 Patrick Hudgell 

 Mon, 22  Zoom 
 SPEAKER : GLENYS GARNETT 
 "Creative Techniques" 

 Glenys Garnett 

 Wed, 24  Zoom  Colour Group  Laurie Turner 

 Mon, 29  Drake Hall  Ask APS - Light Painting  Chrissi Ratcliffe 
 

 

 

 

2. Chairman's Message 



I hope that you all enjoyed Christmas with family and friends and I now wish 

you a Happy and Healthy New Year. Looking forward to 2024, APS has a full 

programme for the rest of the season and I trust we shall continue to inspire you 

with your photography, and maybe, to set yourself some new challenges. 

  

For January we have two speakers, a PDI competition and Ask APS at the end 

of the month. 

Please note the speakers are zoom meetings as is the PDI competition, so stay 

at home and watch. We shall be live in the Drake Hall for ASK APS. The zoom 

meetings in January, in anticipation of bad weather, gives us the opportunity of 

having long distance speakers who would not travel to Amersham. 

The zoom joining details will be sent in advance each week. 

  

8th January -  Speaker :   Andy Phillips  (Zoom) 

Title   ‘A Visual Signature’ 

Andy says on his website “ I’m a photographer and I love it’” 

He teaches photography and his wife has a Wedding Photography Business 

and in their spare time they take photographs. 

Whilst he has travelled extensively teaching and has been lucky enough to 

capture awesome landscapes overseas, in his heart he says 

“I have an affinity for all the wildest parts of Scotland”. 

I think this evening will be one of being shown beautiful landscape images. 

  

15th January - PDI Competition  No. 3  (Zoom) 

Judge:   Richard Spiers DPAGB, BPE2, APAGB 

The zoom competition enables us to have a judge from the Northern Counties 

Photographic Federation. Richard has been a member of Morton Photographic 

Society in Carlisle for over 35 years, and as well as judging in the North he also 

adjudicates in National and International Competitions. Richard also wrote the 

basics for his local federation judges training courses and some of his 

comments are: 

 ‘ Please remember every picture you are asked to judge has meant something 

to the photographer who took it. They all deserve respect’ 

‘Don’t focus on what is wrong with a picture’ 

‘Don’t merely describe to the audience what the picture contains. They can 

already see that it’s a tree with a sky and mountains or whatever.’ 

 ‘Try to extend your vocabulary to avoid the word “NICE”’ 



 

Originally Richard was interested in recording nature images, which 

subsequently grew to include habitat and landscapes, but now in the 

21st Century he enjoys all forms of photographic subjects . 

  

22nd January – Speaker -  Glenys Garnett (Zoom) 

Title  ‘Creative Techniques’ 

After obtaining a 1st Class Degree in Graphic Communication Glenys has 

worked as a fulltime freelance Photographer, Artist and Graphic Designer and 

works mostly in the digital medium. She has also worked in education now for 

more than 30 years 

A quote from Glenys: 

‘I am often awed by the complexity of nature, the world around me and how it 

presents itself in form, shape, texture and a myriad of colours. My imagery 

reflects my view of the world and it is often abstract in nature. I have a love of 

abstract art and this is reflected in the work I do ‘ 

Glenys uses a camera as a tool to produce an image with artistic intent 

sometimes using multiple exposure or intentional camera movement and 

sometimes a combination of both, but her aim is to basically produce the image 

in camera with may be a few tweaks in photo editing software. 

In this presentation Glenys shows lots of examples and provides instruction on 

using the techniques in camera to best effect and how to have an ‘eye’ to create 

images from your local surroundings. It is a presentation for ‘getting your 

creative juices flowing ‘. 

  

29th January - ASK APS In Drake Hall 

Chrissi Ratcliffe will be explaining later in this newsletter about what I believe 

will be a fascinating evening . 

  

Looking forward to seeing you all in the New Year 

Diane 

 

 

  

3.  Programme 

 

ANDY PHILLIPS - "I'm a photographer and I love it!" 



 

January 8th 2024 - ZOOM Evening 

Andy is a retired paramedic and has been a landscape photographer for over 

20 years. His passion was kindled during multiple tours of New Zealand. He 

also explored the UK and has a real love for "Up North" including Lancashire, 

the Lake District, Yorkshire and the Highlands and Lowlands of Scotland, and 

has extensive knowledge about the Hebrides. Internationally - he has travelled 

and photographed The Artic Circle, Sweden, Norway, Sweden and Iceland. 

  

 

He runs his own workshops and is one of the photographers with Aspect2i 

photographic tours. He also teaches landscape photography, including post-

processing and even table-top technics. 

Steve Hunter 

 

  

4.  Print Competitions 

Print Competition 2 was held on Monday the 11th  of December 2023.  

The competition results are as follows: - 

General Class      1st – Sax in the Shadows by Richard Pitt 

                             2nd – Lull Before the Storm by Sue Ellis 



 

                             3rd – Iced Leaves by Janette Quainton 

  

Intermediate         1st – Lines of Communication by Viviene Blewett 

                             2nd – Picasso Museum Entrance by Bernard Wallace 

                             3rd – The Waterfall in the Dell by Hilary Pickersgill 

  

Advanced            1st – Lost and Alone by Maggie James 

                             2nd – Black Fly by Steve Brabner 

                             3rd – Tulip Flip by Steve Brabner 

  

The following received commendations: - Viviene Blewett; Tim Hodges; Hilary 

Bailey and Diane Smith. 

 

 

CLASS WINNERS 

 

 

                     General - SAX IN THE SHADOWS by Richard Pitt 



 

 

           Intermediate - LINES OF COMMUNICATION by Viviene Blewett 

 

 

         Advanced - LOST AND ALONE by Maggie James 

The Seasons overall scores and League tables are available on the APS 

Website. 

  

The 3rd Print Competition will be held on Monday 5th of February 2024 and the 

judge is Roger Reynolds. Corner Numbers and Image Titles to me please by 

Midnight on Friday 3rd of February 2024.  Please ensure corners are properly 



 

secured to the image mount. 

printsec@amershamphotosoc.com 

 

John Harding,  
Print Secretary. 
 

 

 

  

 

5.  PDI Competitions 

 

The third PDI competition will be held on 15th January on zoom. The zoom 

joining details will be sent in advance. The judge for this competition is Richard 

Speirs. Images must be sent in by midnight on 12th January. 

 

For those that haven’t entered before the rules and instructions are on the 

competitions pages of the website 

https://www.amershamphotosoc.com/competitions-internal/. 

Any submissions should be emailed to the competition address 

at pdientry@amershamphotosoc.com by midnight on the Friday night before 

the competition on the Monday. 

  

If you have any questions they can be asked to me (Steve Holden) on most 

Monday nights either at the break or after the meeting, or via 

the pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com address. 

Steve Holden 

 

 

 

  

6.  Ask APS 

On Monday 29th January at AskAPS we have an evening of Light Painting. 

This will be a practical evening with complete member participation. 

We will have a big light painting set-up on the stage, and several table top set-

ups around the hall. 



 

An opportunity for socialising and refreshments will be available in the seating 

area just outside the hall as the room will be mostly dark. 

Come along and the join the fun! You will need to bring your camera and a 

tripod if you have one. Also a remote cable or a timer function on your camera. 

  

We will have a limited amount of the following items, but if you have any/all of 

these, please bring them along; 

Torch 

Fairy lights/bottle lights 

Lens ball 

LED lights/gels/light strips 

Light wands/bracelets/finger lights (LED) 

A short stick (50-60cm) that you could paint black or cover in black tape. This 

would be used to wrap lights around. 

Empty plastic bottles, clear or coloured, that you can put some lights inside. 

Anything else you can think of!  

** Please wear black/dark clothing if you can ** 

  

We look forward to seeing you!  

Chrissi 
  

7.  The Mono Group 

At our December meeting in the Committee Room, we viewed around 40 varied 

and interesting prints, all of which received comments and advice from 

members.  

The Images ranged from Gravure and Floral Infrared prints to Travel images 

from Australia, Switzerland, Greece and the Azores.  

We also viewed Film Noir portraits, street images from Speakers Corner, a Pro 

Palestinian protest march, emotional images of London’s Rough Sleepers, the 

evening concluded with a few 40 year old Wimbledon Tennis prints. 

  

Our season continues in the New Year with a Zoom Meeting on Thursday 11th 

January. 



 

Should you wish to join our group please email me at the address below to be 

added to our mailing list to receive details of all meetings and the Zoom access 

codes. 

Roger Wotton, Mono Group Leader. 
monogroup@amershamphotosoc.com 

 

  

  

 
 
8.  The Colour Group 
Is a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and 

celebrating our colour pictures. 

 

•    Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown and 

the author talks about them. 

•    We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often 

questions on where and how. 

•    Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and 

weaknesses and potential improvements. 

It is a fun enjoyable evening. To quote members; 

 

 “Its spending the evening with a group of interesting, enjoyable friends and 

seeing wonderful images” 

“Great way to understand and improve my work” 

“We always have a great evening” 

 

Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and 

take the first steps to be ready for competition 

Experienced members have improved work for external international 

exhibitions. 

Some members come just to watch and enjoy. 

 

“So something for all and its fun - please join us” 



 

 

When and where: 

Last Wednesday of the month starting at 8.00 and finishing at 10.00  

Alternate, each month, between live and virtual Zoom meetings (see 

programme).  

If you are not a member of our group and would like to join please contact 

me laurie899@hotmail.co.uk and you will be put on the distribution list. 

Look forward to seeing you. 

Laurie Turner 

  

 

 

 

9.  Amersham Beyond Group 

This group is for creative photography and photo art. We enjoy exploring 

beyond the viewfinder. We are a sub-group of APS but everyone is welcome 

including visitors not yet signed up as members. There are no rules or judges, 

no equipment required, no prior notice. 

  

We meet monthly and the next meeting will be on Thursday 4th January in the 

LARGE BARN HALL, from 8 to 10pm.  

*NOTE THE LOCATION – THIS IS ON THE FAR LEFT CORNER OF THE 

CAR PARK AS YOU ENTER FROM CHILTERN AVENUE * 

  

The current Challenges are; 

#40 Surrealism 

#41 Photo Haiku 

and the latest; 

#42 Film Noir 



 

 

#40 MOVING CLOUDS by Andy Smith 

 

 

#41 FOREST FIRE by Myra Stokes 



 

 

#41 EARLY MORNING by Chris Rumsey 

 

See the notes of the last meeting for more about these Challenges; 

https://amershamphotosoc.com/message/viewtopic.php?f=42&t=860 

  

See the FAQ for more about the group and how to submit images; 

https://amershamphotosoc.com/message/viewtopic.php?f=42&t=814 

  

If you have any digital photography questions or would like to be added to the 

distribution list for calling notices and meeting notes, email me; 

beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com 

  

Every image produced by group members since 2019 is here; 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/71981796@N00/albums 

  

Cheers, 

Steve Brabner 

 

 

  

10. PIC Group 

The December meeting of the the PIC group was yet another enjoyable event. 



 

First it was great to acknowledge the success of Hilary Bailey for her 

acceptance in the recently judged PAGB's Masters of Print exhibition, her print 

just one of 60 to be selected from over 1300 entries! 

Brian Ridgley's natural history expertise was next displayed in a nice set of 

short eared owl shots taken very recently, and locally, near Staines. A great 

opportunity seized! 

Gill Morgan showed us a very pleasing set of monochrome prints taken at 

Highgate cemetery. A mix of traditional and infra red shots, this long term 

project was much appreciated by the group members, maybe we'll find time in 

2024 to do a trip there? 

Steve Hunter then showed six new prints, revisiting Hokkaido captured images 

but processed and presented in a different, but still effective way. 

Finally Tim Hodges showed another black and white set of impressive shots 

taken on the London underground with his new Canon R8 and a 28mm lens. 

The warm toning was the result of employing the "Dragan" technique which also 

imparted a strong graphic effect to the shots, something that interested 

everyone who viewed his lovely prints. 

Our next meeting is on Thursday 18th January when Roger Wooton & Peter 

Lilywhite will be presenting work. We therefore have 2 more slots available, 

please let either Steve or Chris know if you have work to show. 

 

Chris Palmer 

 



 

 

 



 

 



  

 

 

 

11.  Outings 

  

Happy New Year to you all. 

  

We had a fun time at our last outing in December photographing Old Amersham 

at night. It was extremely chilly but the Elephant and Castle made an excellent 

location to warm up! Subjects included the Christmas decorations, shops and 

lovely old buildings plus light trails, light-painting and spooky goings on!  Our 

images will be posted on the Outings Flickr site soon. 



 

 

OLD TOWN TREE by David Pearson 

 

Our first outing of 2024 will be on Friday January 19th to Kings Cross 

London 

https://www.kingscross.co.uk/ 

We will be visiting the exciting Kings Cross area, Coal Drops Yard, Granger 

Square, Regents Canal and the Camley Street nature park. The area offers a 

huge range of photo opportunities from architecture and street photography to 

wildlife and nature. The list is filling up fast for this trip so please book now if 

you would like to join us. 

  

 

Dates for your diaries:- 



 

  

Friday 22nd March.  London Zoo 

  

Friday 19th April.   Waddesdon Manor 

 

If you would like to join us, please email outings@amershamphotosoc.com and 

we will add you to the list. 

If you have any queries about the outings, please email or speak to either Juliet 

or Patrick at club meetings or at The Beech House Amersham on a Wednesday 

morning. 

 

Juliet and Patrick 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 

APS Covid Guidance 

The following APS guidance is reviewed monthly by the committee. 
Please contact a committee member if you have any comments or 
suggestions relating to this guidance. 

Wearing a face mask during APS meetings will remain optional. However 
when infection levels are high, to maximise personal protection, it is 
recommended that FFP2 or FFP3 grade face masks are worn by those 
that feel vulnerable. 



 

Nobody should feel embarrassed about wishing to protect themselves by 
wearing a face covering. Gov.uk guidance updated June 2023 states: 

"Face coverings and face masks can help reduce the chance of you 
spreading infection to others, especially in crowded and enclosed spaces, 
and may protect you from becoming infected by some respiratory viruses." 

Please do not attend a meeting if you feel unwell, have Covid or any other 
respiratory symptoms or have tested positive for Covid in the past week. 
We will not seek evidence of vaccination or negative tests. We rely on our 
members to act sensibly for the protection of others and themselves. 
 

APS Committee 

  

 

   

 
 



 


