1. March Events
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Newsletter March 2025

Date Location Event Leader/Judge/ Speaker
Members' Evening -
Mon, 3 Drake Hall
'From Camera to Wall'
Thu, 6 Drake Hall Beyond Steve Brabner
PRINT COMP 4 — Judge:
Mon, 10 |Drake Hall Darren Pullman
Darren Pullman
Wed, 12 |Zoom Committee Meeting
Committee
Thu, 13 Mono Group- 7:45 start Roger Wotton
Room
Menbers' Evening -
Mon, 17 | Drake Hall
'Five Members' Inspirations'
Outing to Spitalfields Market |Juliet Ormiston/
Thu, 20 London
Colour Walk Patrick Hudgell
Chris Palmer/
Thu, 20 | Drake Hall PIC Group - 7:45 start
Steve Smith
PDI COMP 5 — Judge:
Mon, 24 |Drake Hall
Peter Prosser
Wed, 26 |Zoom Colour Group Laurie Turner
Mon, 31 | Drake Hall Ask APS Chrissi Ratcliffe




2.Chairman's Message

What a proud ending to February for APS regaining the North West Federation
Trophy, so many thanks to Brian and his team. All our images scored high
marks of 17 or over out of 20. Three of our members images also received
commendations in the separate Starred Images Competitions for PDIs and
Prints. These images had been chosen as starred images by judges in the
previous rounds throughout the competition. So congratulations to Deepan
Vyas in the PDIs and Maggie James and Brian Ridgley in the Prints, their

Our programme for March involves humerous members.

3rd March Members Evening . “From Camera to Wall”

Members have asked for some help with post-processing so John Allport and
Steve Hunter have arranged an evening with talks from Steve Brabner, Gill
Morgan, Roger Wootton and if time John Allport.

Steve Brabner.

* We want judges to concentrate on our image and not be totally distracted
by the perceived technical faults within it — as is so often the case. So
here are the (illustrated) common technical faults and how to avoid them;



o Lack of Sharpness (where it matters) — many causes
e Over Processing

e Colour Balance issues

o Over/Under Exposure and Saturation

e Lack of Resolution

¢ Attention to Detail

e Presentation Faults (not print mounting)

Gill Morgan — How to produce ‘Ethereal Images °

Roger Wotton — Mono Conversions to produce an impactful image

John Allport - Post processing a nature image

10th March Print Competition 4 with judge Darren Pullman EFIAP/b BPE3,
CPAGB

Darren is a judge from the Surrey Photographic Association, and if you look on
his flicker account you will see a very varied set of images.

17th March Members Evening “Five Member’s Inspirations"
Talking about the inspiration behind their images will be Neil Cooper, Sheila
Crouch, Mark Farrand, Don Lewis and Richard Pitt

24th March PDI Competition 5 with Judge Peter Prosser APAGB
Peter is Committee Member of the CACC and member of Watford Camera
Club

31st March ASK APS “An Evening of Cyanotype”
Please read Chrissi’s note below explaining the details for the evening.

| will also mention that on Sunday 23rd March it is the CACC Championship
Day being held at Drake Hall.

All Club members and guests are invited.

Admission £5 (cash/cheque only). Raffle tickets £1.

10:30: Doors Open

11:00: The Chilterns Hundred Competition

Members Exhibition 12:30: Lunch Break

13:30: The Championship - Prints

15:00: Tea Break Display of top prints

15:45: The Championship - Projected Images

17:15: Raffle Draw 17:30: Closing Remarks

The Club order of merit in the Championships determines the invitations by



CACC for participation in the PAGB Championships. (please note on Sundays
the car park charge is £1.20)
Enjoy your membership of APS

Diane

3. EXTERNAL COMPETITIONS

Hi everyone.. Well the words from Freddie Mercury in 1977 were " We are the
champions”

We comfortably, albeit after a nervy start, defended our title at the North West
Fed finals against a resilient Pinner. Also proving my point that its not all about
20s. They had four in the print section to our one late on. In fact we could not
buy a 20. Sadly for Pinner after scoring four great 20s their defence was lacking
and gave away three 16s, so at half time APS went 2.5 points in front.

We then had a nervy delay while the starred prints were judged. There were 25
prints. These are not scored but a few are held back. Of our 5 entries we had 3
held with Maggie James 'Carving the Turn' and myself 'Short Eared Owl
Hunting in Winter' reaching the last 3. Sadly, we didn't win but both images
were commended so very happy with that.

Tea break concluded and we are back for NWF PDI section. Pinner held us
point for point for the first four images but then Amersham gained a gear and
scored two 19s and two 20s with our next four against 18 and 19s from Pinner.
We are now a length in front and after a 17 we finished strong with another 39
points from the last two images. With Pinner only scoring 35 with their last two |
am breathing again ready to collect the trophy for the second year running.

Of our 18 images 11 scored 19 and above and we only had four 17s (our lowest
mark). Huge congratulations to all the authors and to our great team. We also
had two images in the starred PDI final where Deepan Vyas gained a
commendation for his lovely image Purple Heron. | also found out yesterday
that Amersham was the ONLY club to win all the Rosebowl! group matches and
so have booked our place in another final.

All this goes to prove We Can take our Bows, we CAN have our curtain call
because .. sing it Freddie " WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS" " OF THE WORLD "

Best wishes.
Brian



4. Print Competitions

We held our third print competition of the season on the 3rd February with Tim
Morland judging the images. The new system seems to be working well, apart
from one image refusing to display. Fortunately, Steve Holden was on hand to
quickly sort out the issue. I'm told the problem was caused by a rogue ‘hash’ in
a title. Only one corner tag fell off, so things are improving; please remember
to secure them on the mount. Congratulations to the winners and those whose
images were commended. The winning images are shown below.

GENERAL CLASS

1. 'MOLLY THE DOG' by Don Lewis



3. 'THE MISTRESS' by Chris Rumsey

INTERMEDIATE CLASS



1. 'PENSIVE' by Richard Pitt

2. 'THE SHEPHERD' by Viv Blewett



3. 'ONCE LOVED' by Viv Blewett

ADVANCED CLASS




1. 'COME ON LITTLE ONE’ by Hilary Bailey

2. 'COLOURS OF LUSKENTYRE' by Hilary Bailey




3. ZEBRA MOTHER AND FOAL' by John Allport

Commended Images:
General Class:- ‘Riding the Waves'’ by Steve Poole
Intermediate:- ‘The Look’ by Hilary Pickersgill
‘Cardiff Lines’ by Heather Sparks
Advanced:- ‘Silent Reflection’ by Tracy Bradbury
‘Tranquil Waters’ by Maggie James
The next print competition is to be held on Monday 10th March and our Judge
is Darren Pullman.

John Harding
Print Secretary

5. PDI Competitions
The fourth PDI competition was held on 24th February.

The results are as follows:

General Class

1st — ‘OUT OF SEASON' by Teresa Talbott

2nd — ‘LONE PHOTOGRAPHER' by Charlie Blewett
3rd — 'I'M READY FOR LUNCH' by Steve Poole

Intermediate Class

1st — ‘THE HAUNTED WOODS' by Derek Green
2nd - 'HEADING HOME' by Mark Farrand

3rd — IMPOSSIBLE PEAR' by Richard Pitt

Advanced Class

1st — ‘MIDLAND HOTEL SPIRAL' by Steve Brabner
2nd — ‘CATCHING THE THROW IN' by Julie Mullings
3rd - ‘EMERGING ELEPHANT' by Hilary Bailey



General Class - ‘OUT OF SEASON' by Teresa Talbott

Intermediate Class - ‘THE HAUNTED WOODS' by Derek Green



Advanced Class - “MIDLAND HOTEL SPIRAL' by Steve Brabner

The next competition will be held 24th March in the Drake Hall, send all entries
to pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com by midnight on Friday 21st March. For
those that haven't entered before the rules and instructions are on the
competitions pages of the

website https://www.amershamphotosoc.com/competitions-internal/.

If you have any questions they can be asked to me (Steve Holden) on most
Monday nights either at the break or after the meeting, or via the
pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com address.

Steve Holden

6. The Mono Group
The Mono Group is an APS Special Interest Group, that supports and



encourages members interested in monochrome photography.

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:45pm, with members showing
and discussing their images, receiving comments and encouragement from
group members.

We are a friendly group with members bringing prints (that don’t need to be
mounted) to our meetings.

However, you don’t have to show prints or images, you can just come to the
meetings and contribute to the discussion, if you wish.

The next meeting is on Thursday 13th March at 7:45 in the Committee Room.

Roger Wotton,
Mono Group Leader.

7. The Colour Group

Is a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and
celebrating our colour pictures.

» Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown
and the author talks about them.

» We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often
questions on where and how.

» Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and
weaknesses and potential improvements.

Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and
take the first steps to be ready for competition

Experienced members have improved work for external international
exhibitions.

Some members come just to watch and enjoy.

“So something for all and its fun - please join us”

When and were:

Last Wednesday of the month starting at 8.00 and finishing at 10.00.
Alternate, each month, between live and virtual Zoom meetings (see
programme).

If you are not a member of our group and would like to join please contact me
laurie899@hotmail.co.uk and you will be put on the distribution list.




Please do join us you don’t have to submit pictures initially. You can show old in
addition to your latest images or just watch.

Look forward to seeing you.

Laurie Turner

8. Photographers in Camera (PIC) Group

When we first started the PIC Group many years ago now, we envisaged a few
members sat around a table, discussing prints. My how we have grown!

The February meeting probably saw more pictures on display in one session
than | can recall, presented by four members.

David Manning started proceedings with a fine panel of colourful abstracts,
taken locally along the canal side. We all enjoyed these iPhone captured shots,
the quality a testimony to what can be achieved if you have the ability and
knowledge, and know how to use it!

Jaffer Bhimji has been photographing locally with his I/R camera and brought
us his latest monochrome landscape panel, intended ultimately for an Associate
application. Nicely presented in appropriate mounts, the work was appreciated
and provoked a lot of discussion, providing Jaffer with useful feedback on how
he might progress this project.

After a welcome break we next saw new member Wendy Taylor's impressive
panel of 26 or so monochrome wildlife prints, abstractions of the subject from
the background, and processed tastefully to show the character of the animal,
reptile, or bird. Wendy's aim is for an Associate application, probably in Visual
Art, - decisions will have to be made about the final selection and arrangement
of her 15 print submission.

Lastly we welcomed Tony Hayward with some unmounted prints with a view
towards a Documentary panel depicting the life of bees, and beekeeping. A
challenging subject, we saw some interesting work that shows promise, and
discussed areas that will need to be addressed to expand and improve the
project.




Our next meeting will be on Thursday March 20th when we have at least 2

members who have already agreed to show work. Please let either Steve Smith
or myself know if you have something to share with our Group. If you have yet
to attend a PIC meeting then you will be very welcome.

Chris Palmer

9. Amersham Beyond Group
Xin Chao! After your unexpected month off we are back with the next meeting
on Thursday March 6th at 8pm in the Drake Hall.

We are a sub-group of APS focussing on creative photography and photo art.
The meetings are free to all - existing members and guests. No notification
required, no equipment - just turn up and try us out. Knowledge of an image
editor is an advantage, but most Challenges can be done in-camera. There are
no rules and no judges.

At the meeting we enjoy submissions on the three current subjects. These are;

#48 Tondo (a circular image or frame)
#49 Cheer Up!

and the latest;

#50 Primary Colours
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#49 YOUR MOVE MR BOND by Andy
Smith

#49 OVERDRESSED FOR SEX by Yin
Wong

Everyone is welcome, no need to notify me or submit anything... how much
easier could this be?

Cheers,

Steve Brabner

beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com




10. AskAPS

On Monday 31st March AskAPS will be hosting an evening about Cyanotypes.
We will be talking about the wet Cyanotypes created with foliage and flowers,
and other interesting additives, which come to life after a period of time in the
sunshine.

Also covered will be dry Cyanotypes, which are created on dry paper,
previously pre-coated in Cyanotype chemicals, and using a negative made from
one of your own images.

This process can be demonstrated during the evening, using a beautiful UV
Lightbox made by the very talented Geoff Walker.

The whole process will be worked through, starting with how to make your own
negatives on sheets of acetate on a regular document printer, right through to
making a beautiful print on watercolour paper and other surfaces.

If there’s time we will also talk about Cyanolumens which are created on
old/expired photographic paper and are quite funky!

We will have a print stand in the hall, so if anyone has any examples of

Cyanotypes that they have previously made, we would love to see them.

This will be a social and interactive evening with hot drinks and biscuits and the
opportunity to have a chat!

Chrissi



11. Outings
Our images from our outing to Southwark Cathedral are now on the Flickr site
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums

The next outing will be on Thursday 20th March to Spitalfields Market where
we should see a wonderful display of many people wearing colourful outfits and
having fun. This outing is now full but please add your name to the reserve list
in case of a cancellation.

We can now confirm that our outing on Tuesday 22nd April is to the Olympic
Park in Stratford. The aim is to explore the buildings that were created for the
London 2012 Olympics and also see how the use of the area has evolved in the
following 12 years. Although open to the public it is controlled by the LLDC
(London Legacy Development Corporation) so we have had to obtain their
permission to hold this outing. This means that we must limit the number of
members on this trip so it's "first come first served".

LEE VALLEY VELODROME by Juliet
Ormiston

Hih,

V&A EAST by Patrick Hudgell

Thursday May 22nd we plan to go to The Cotswold Wildlife Park and
Gardens.

We look forward to seeing you on our future outings.

Please speak to Juliet or Patrick at one of our meetings or at The Beech House
café on a Wednesday morning, if you would like further details or wish to join
any of these outings.

email outings@amershamphotosoc.com

Juliet / Patrick




12. Website

Members’ website gallery now accepts PDI entries.

All members are invited to submit images for their individual gallery on the
Members’ Galleries page of the web site.

These galleries are a great way for members to show their images to the public
and also to demonstrate the breadth of talent within APS.

Members can submit up to 8 images of their choice — they’re not vetted.

NEW - The gallery will now accept images as entered for PDI competitions — up
to 1600px wide by 1200px high, saved in sRGB.

Smaller 600px x 400px images are still acceptable for those concerned about
copying.

Email the images to me at web@amershamphotosoc.com.

Full details are on the web page, or click here.

Mike Hynes

13. ColorChecker Display — Monitor calibration

The club’s ColorChecker Display is available to all members. It's very easy to
use for calibrating monitors and ensuring that screen images match print
outputs.

Get a loan from me at calibrate@amershamphotosoc.com

Mike Hynes






