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Amersham Photographic Society

Date Location Event Leader/Judge/
Speaker
Thu, 1 Drake Hall Beyond Steve Brabner
Mon, 5 No meeting
Wed, 7 Zoom Committee Meeting
Thu, 8 Committee | Mono Group - 7:45 start Roger Wotton
Room
Mon, 12 Drake Hall SPEAKER: JUSTIN MINNS Justin Minns
'Interesting Stuff'
Thu, 15 Drake Hall PIC Group - 7:45 start Chris Palmer/
Steve Smith
Mon, 19 Drake Hall PRINT FINALS COMP - Judge: Panikos Haijistilly
Panikos Hajistilly
Thu, 22 Burford Outing to Cotswold Wildlife Park Juliet Ormiston/
Patrick Hudgell
Mon, 26 No meeting
Wed, 28 Zoom Colour Group Laurie Turner

Chairman’s Message

First of all | will apologise in that there is no mention in this Newsletter of the PDI finals nor the results of the
CACC Rosebowl Competition (including the members Phone Competition), but Gill is in Australia and
indeed | am writing this just after Easter before | leave the country. Hopefully, we can advise everyone of
the results in May sometime.

However, | can report that in the PAGB GB Trophy Nature Competition, 15 clubs throughout the UK entered
and APS came 12™. One of our images John Allport’s ‘Malachite Kingfisher at Sunset’ scored a maximum
15 points, whilst his other images ‘Queen of the Lake’ and ‘Zebra Mother and Foal’ and Brian Ridgley’s

‘Short Eared Owl Quartering all score 14. Well done to APS.

John’s photo:
May’s meetings

e 5" May No meeting Bank Holiday




e 12" May Speaker Justin Minns FRPS talk entitled ‘ Interesting Stuff ‘
Justin is an award-winning professional landscape photography based in Suffolk , specialising in
atmospheric landscape photography and | know numerous APS members have been on his
inspiring workshops. Justin is particularly proud of receiving his FRPS based upon a panel of
images of the Essex Landscape.

e 19" May Print Final with judge Panikos Haijistilly .
Panikos has Fellowship’s with MPA, BIPP, SWPP and is a Master Craftsman with The Guild of
Photographers and is one of the capital’s leading portrait photographers .

e 26" May. No Meeting Bank Holiday

Vice Chairman for 2025/2026
APS is your Society

In last May’s newsletter | raised the issue of a Vice Chairman and over the last year have asked numerous
members to consider the position, without any success.

To be honest it is an absolute disappointment, for me, that there has been no offer, so far from any APS
member to stand as Vice Chairman next year to work towards taking over the role of Chairman in the
future.

| have been Chairman since January 2022, which is long enough , and although | have enjoyed it , it is time
for a change.

| trust that you will all think again and hopefully someone ( or more than one ) will put themselves forward to
be elected at the AGM.

If anyone wants to chat about the role , then please do not hesitate to speak to me or Hilary Bailey who
was Chairman shortly before me .

Website:

Mike Hynes has asked me to remind you all to look at the Member’s gallery on the website as more
members are showing images .

Outings:

A selection of our images from our ‘colourful’ trip to Spitalfields Market are now on Flickr
https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@NO06/albums/72177720324732459

At the time of writing our piece for the newsletter the trip to Olympic Park, Stratford has not as yet taken
place so we will write up about it next month.

Our next outing will be on Thursday May 22"% to The Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens.
https://www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk/

Please let us know if you would like to join us on this outing.
We have done a recce and had a lovely day amongst the beautiful gardens, birds and animals.

) '\1\ “_\ ‘
We look forward to seeing you on our future outings.
Please speak to Juliet or Patrick at one of our meetings or at The Beech House café on a Wednesday

morning, if you would like further details or wish to join any of these outings.
email outings@amershamphotosoc.com



https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums/72177720324732459
https://www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk/
mailto:outings@amershamphotosoc.com

Programme Secretary - Justin Minns 12th May

Justin has lived in East Anglia for most of life and therefore says 'so naturally the area where | feel the
strongest connection which has been the biggest influence on my work. Photographing the gentle,
atmospheric landscapes of Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex was the sole focus of my photography for many
years but | am fortunate that my photography has also taken me to many parts of the British Isles and
around the world. This has given me the opportunity to photograph some amazing landscapes and work on
fascinating projects for clients from the National Trust to NEOM. The resulting images have been widely
published, appearing on everything from book covers to jam jars.'

"The joy of landscape photography is in the moment. Being a part of nature and witnessing its wonders.
The fleeting moments of light that make the heart beat a little faster. The thrill of watching the first light of
the day creep over the landscape, while my fingers tingle waiting to capture that unique moment. The
challenge lies in capturing the atmosphere of moments like these in a photograph.”

His talk on the night, INTERESTING STUFF’ reflects on his interest to find subjects to photograph which
capture that single moment. The question is what subject interest you, the subject of the final image and
print?

Steve Hunter




PRINT COMPETITIONS

The 5th, and final, print competition of the 2024/25 season was completed on Monday 7" April. Our thanks
to Steve Smith FRPS who stood in a very short notice to rescue the situation when the booked judge failed
to appear. The results are as follows:

GENERAL CLASS

st — ‘THE LEAP OF FAITH’ by Steve Poole

; - mf ;

2M- ‘STILL THE BATTLEFIELD’ by Chris Rumsey




34— ‘AWINTER RIVERSIDE SCENE’ by Brian Feakes

INTERMEDIATE
15t — ‘'UNBUTTONED ELEGANCE’ by Richard Pitt




2\D _ ‘L OTTIE NEXT DOOR'’ by Viv Blewett

39— ‘TEN STICKS’ by Heather Sparks

ADVANCED
15t — ‘LEGGING IT’ by Hilary Bailey




2" — ‘MISSING WALL LOVERS’ BY Andy Smith

No other images were commended.



PRINT FINALS

The Print Final will be held on Monday 19" May. Members are permitted to enter 2 images into the final
competition. An entry to the Final must have been in that year’s print league competition, however changes
to the original image may be made by the author to improve it.

Changes can be based on feedback already provided by the competition Judge or feedback from any other
source e.g. external competition Judges, APS members, etc.

Changes to the image must be such that it is still recognisable as the original. New content must not be
added.

Examples of acceptable changes are:

e Cropping or removal of over cropping

e Adjustment to colour and tonal balance

e Lightness/Darkness

e Conversion from colour to mono or vice versa
e Removal of distractions

e Sharpening/blurring

Please note that the Print Secretary will have copies of both the original and the updated files. In the event
of disputes on eligibility, their decision is final.

Changes must not contravene the APS Al policy. See Website (Internal Competitions) for details.
John Harding; Print Secretary.

6. The Mono Group

The Mono Group is an APS Special Interest Group, that supports and encourages members interested in
monochrome photography.

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:45pm, with members showing and discussing their
images, receiving comments and encouragement from group members.

We are a friendly group with members bringing prints (that don’t need to be mounted) to our meetings.
However, you don’t have to show prints or images, you can just come to the meetings and contribute to the
discussion, if you wish.

The next meeting is on Thursday 8th May at 7:45 in the Committee Room.
Roger Wotton,
Mono Group Leader.

7. The Colour Group Is a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and
celebrating our colour pictures.

o Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown and the author talks about
them.

o We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often questions on where and
how.

o Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and weaknesses and potential
improvements.

Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and take the first steps to be
ready for competition. Experienced members have improved work for external international exhibitions.
Some members come just to watch and enjoy. So, something for all and it’s fun - please join us”

This month is our last meeting of the year on the 28th May 7.45 for 8pm in the Committee Room

If you are not a member of our group and would like to join please contact me laurie899@hotmail.co.uk and
you will be put on the distribution list.

Please do join us you don’t have to submit pictures initially. You can show old in addition to your latest
images or just watch.

Look forward to seeing you.

Laurie Turner


mailto:laurie899@hotmail.co.uk

AMERSHAM BEYOND GROUP

The final meeting of the Beyond Group for this season will be on Thursday 1t May at 8pm in the Drake
Hall.

We are a sub-group of APS focussed on creative photography and photo art. The meetings are free to all —
existing members and guests. No notification required, no equipment — just turn up and try us out.
Knowledge of an image editor with our Challenges will be an advantage but most can be done in-camera.
There are no rules and no judges.

At the meeting we enjoy submissions on the three current subjects. These are;
#50 Primary Colours

#51 Inspired by Paul Kenny

and the latest; #52 One to Three.

Everyone is welcome.

Steve Brabner
beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com

Wow by Bob Marshall. Inspiring Paul Kenny by Gill Morgan



mailto:beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com

Dandelion seed by Jacqui Titcombe

THE PIC GROUP

April's PIC meeting commenced with a showing of successful entries from our members in previous London
Salon exhibitions. A wonderful response filled our large stands with a wide range of work, of different styles,
that gave an indication of what might be successful in this year's Salon, to be selected later this month.

Following Steve Smith's return from India it was great to see the start of a new project from him, with the
first few resultant prints from an epic trip. Steve indicated that this was work in progress, and the Group
encouraged him to further refine some of the images, and expand the portfolio. We look forward to enjoying
more from India, perhaps next season?

After an enjoyable refreshment break celebrating a certain person's birthday (!) we next appreciated a
collective presentation by Sally & Mike Kitchingman, and Tricia Meers. (Photo) They had attended a Colour
Walk in London, a monthly event where people gather in Spittalfields sporting colourful clothes and
accessories, - all happy to be photographed. We enjoyed the different approaches that each photographer
showed in their prints, and provided inspiration to several member's to attempt a visit themselves.

Finally it was great to see a further expansion by Steve Hunter of his Gobi desert prints. The varied lighting
conditions on location in this remote part of the world gave many many different ways of interpreting the
files to produce his prints, which ranged from strongly graphic and almost monochrome to softly gentle and
understated pastel colour. Thanks Steve!

Our next and final meeting of this season will take place on Thursday 15th May in the Drake Hall, when we
look forward to another enjoyable gathering.

CJP



