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Newsletter September 2025

1. September Events

All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated.

Date Location Event Leader/Judge/ Speaker
Chairman's Night -
Introduction to the New
Mon, 1 Drake Hall
Season. With a talk by Angela
Rogers
Members Evening - Maggie
James, Steve Poole, Brian
Mon, 8 Drake Hall Ridgley and Alison Trimbee
explain how they achieved
their images
Wed, 10 |Zoom Committee Meeting
Committee
Thu, 11 Mono Group Roger Wotton
Room
SPEAKER: VANDA RALEVSKA
Mon, 15 | Drake Hall Vanda Ralevska
'The Story’
Thu, 18 | Drake Hall PIC Group - 7:45 start Chris Palmer/ Steve Smith
Members Evening -
Competitions Explained John Harding/ Steve
Mon, 22 | Drake Hall
followed by members Holden/ Brian Ridgley
favourite images
Committee
Wed, 24 Colour Group Laurie Turner
Room
Thu, 25 |Zoom APS On-Line Group Tony Wright
Members Evening:
Mon, 29 | Drake Hall Chris Palmer
CHRIS PALMER 'Diversions'




2. APS Programme

Our programme (in Google Calendars) is now downloadable as a share and as
an .ics file from the Programme page on the website.

Mike Hynes

3. Chairman's Message
Chairman’s newsletter piece for September 2025

Welcome everyone to the start of the APS 2025/26 season, | trust that you
have enjoyed the summer break and indeed all the sunshine we have
experienced for a change. | hope you have all had fun with your photography
whether you have been mastering your camera or your phone, getting to know
processing techniques or trying out a new genre or like me trying to get to grips
with a new printer.

Welcome especially to our new members, you have joined a Society with such
a wide range of photographers, from those who have only recently developed
an interest in photography to those who have achieved the highest RPS
distinctions, PAGB qualifications and International Awards, but we all have one
thing in common a love of photography.

We have chosen to send out the September newsletter a couple of days early
to remind members about the exhibition if you have not attended, which closes
on Saturday. | have to thank all members who submitted images you gave our
panelling group a tough challenge. Other than the six members individual
panels, we had 185 prints submitted from which our panellors had to choose
121 prints for the panels (not an easy task). Many thanks to the panelling
committee, everyone who helped put up the exhibition and those hopefully
helping to take it down, and to Roger Wotton for the Mono exhibition, Steve
Brabner for the Beyond Exhibition and the AV of our PDI images and most of all
our organiser Martin Crook.

The exhibition images are now on the APS website.






Our full programme can be seen on our website and hopefully you will

appreciate how varied it is, with external speakers, member’s evenings,
competitions, Ask APS, special interest groups and outings.

For September we have chosen to keep it competition free, the aim being to
have a more social September to allow members to catch up with each other
and for new members to meet others, feel part of our friendly society and learn
about our activities, all aimed at members enjoying and being inspired with their
photography.

1st September Chairman’s Opening Night is aimed at introducing our
programme and our special interest groups.

After a few words from me, the evening will be a different format from before in
that we shall start with a member’s short talk and this season Angela Rogers
will speak about

‘My Photographic Journey °

After Angela’s talk the evening will progress as follows:

The Society operates various sub groups, on different evening during a month
all aimed at improving, giving critique, and enjoying one’s style of photography,
whether it be digitally, mono, colour, aiming for distinctions and we shall hear
from the group leaders and also from Juliet and Patrick who lead our Outings.

Colour Group  Laurie Turner (also Committee Members Rep.) will introduce
the Colour Group
Mono Group Roger Wotton will talk about the Mono Group

Photographers In Camera Group, (PIC) Chris Palmer, who runs the group with
Steve Smith

will introduce the group, which is aimed at encouraging
members to

produce panels of work with the aim to obtain an RPS
accreditation.



APS On — Line Group Tony Wright will lead this group but | will say a few words
for him.

Refreshment Break

Outings Juliet Ormiston and Patrick Hudgell will enlighten us about
our “Outings”
Charities Patrick Hudgell will talk about photography group helping

local charities

Beyond Steve Brabner will enlighten us about our creative
photography group

8th September Members Evening_

Four of our members will discuss how they achieved some of their images and
hopefully we shall be inspired to try a new genre.

Maggie James  Sport (skiing) Music and possibly ICM
Steve Poole Sailing Images

Break

Alison Trimbee  Flower Arrangements, Still Life and Astro
Brian Ridgley Nature in your garden

17th Speaker Vanda Ralevska ‘The Story’ see Steve Hunter’s piece below

22nd September Members Evening

John Harding (Print Secretary) and Steve Holden (PDI Secretary) are going to
speak about our internal competitions which start in October. Hopefully they will
encourage members to participate. The rules for the competitions are clearly
set out on the APS website.

Brian Ridgley (External Competition Secretary) will speak about the external
competitions that APS enter.

During the break John and Steve will be happy to answer any questions.

After the break we are intending to show members favourite images which they
would not enter into a competition. This is intended to be a fun evening but of
course we do need some images to show. It will be up to you whether you want
to say a few words about your images. Please send me one or two images you
would like to show. Standard competition size as per the website details.



Otherwise, it will be an early night for everyone.

Email them to me at diane.sorsopmis@gmail.com

29th September Members Evening__ Chris Palmer
FRPS,EFIAP,DPAGB,APAGB

A very special evening as Chris has agreed to present to us his new talk called
‘Diversions’. As most of you know Chris is primarily a landscape photographer,

he serves as Chair on the RPS Visual Arts (Associate and Fellowship) panel
and is an assessor on the Landscape panel, however in this talk Chris shows a
different style of images which Chris has developed when landscape
photography has not been possible. | am sure we shall be inspired.

| look forward to seeing you at our Monday Evenings
Diane

4. Programme
Ouir first speaker of the season is:

VANDA RALENSKA - Looking Beyond a Single Image

The presentation will focus on her journey from capturing single images,
through creating collections and series, to working on short and long-term
projects. She will explore how working in projects and on books as a final result
helps you get out of a creative block and find your own personal vision. She'll
also discuss several ongoing and completed photographic projects, how they
keep her motivated and how they help her develop an individual and personal
point of view, and will demonstrate how a project-based approach and looking
beyond a single image can lead to developing new, exciting ideas that can
breathe fresh air into your photographic journey.

Bio

Vanda is a UK-based landscape photographer. Photography became her
passion in her teens. Her love of the outdoors combined with a never-ending
desire to explore the world laid foundations to her enthusiasm for finding and
capturing the beauty that surrounds us. Having grown up in an industrial area of
former Czechoslovakia, Vanda soon learnt how to appreciate the beauty of the
natural world, far away from the big city.



Nowadays, she finds most inspiration in quieter scenes and intimate details,
whether it is on the coast, in woodland, in the countryside, or even in cities,
during quiet times. In her images Vanda strives to reflect the atmosphere,
feeling, and sheer wonderment that our natural world can evoke within us.

Vanda is a member of Arena Photographers group, and a Landscape
Photographer of the Year competition judge. She has won a number of awards,
including Gold medals at the Royal Horticultural Society Portfolio competition
and several distinctions at the International Garden Photographer of The Year
competition. She has exhibited her work in the UK and internationally, and had
articles and images published in photographic magazines.

Vanda regularly gives lectures at photographic clubs and events in the UK and
abroad, hoping to inspire others to find their own style, to look beyond the
obvious, and to find joy while doing so.

Steve Hunter
Programme Secretary




5. Print Competitions

It's almost time to get back in harness for the 2025/26 season. | hope that
everybody has had a good summer and has many fine images available for our
print competitions. The first Print Competition is not until the 10th of November
so there’s plenty of time to prepare. On the 1st September, at our first meeting
of the season, | will be available with print corners for those intending to enter
print competitions. On the 22nd September Steve Holden and | will be
explaining how to enter pdi and print competitions. This is intended primarily for



new members but established members may like to listen as well. If anybody
has questions regarding internal club competitions, then speak to Steve or me
and we will hopefully have an answer. The object of the competitions is to learn
and enjoy, whatever the vagary of fortune sends your way.

Good Luck to all.

John Harding
Print Secretary

6. PDI Competitions

Welcome back to the new season (and to any new members welcome to APS).
Projected competitions will restart on 6th October. For those that haven't
entered before the rules and instructions are on the competitions pages of the
website

https://www.amershamphotosoc.com/competitions-internal/.

Any submissions should be emailed to the competition address at
pdientry@amershamphotosoc.com by midnight on the Friday night before the
competition on the Monday.

If you have any questions they can be asked to me (Steve Holden) on most
Monday nights either at the break or after the meeting, or via the
pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com address.

Steve Holden

7. The Mono Group

The Mono Group is an APS Special Interest Group, that supports and
encourages members interested in monochrome photography.

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 07:45pm, with members
showing and discussing their images, receiving comments and encouragement
from group member's.

We are a friendly group with members bringing prints (that don’t need to be
mounted) to our meetings.

However, you don’t have to show prints or images, you can just come to the
meetings and contribute to the discussion, if you wish.

Our first meeting is on 11th September at 7:45 in the Committee Room.
We look forward to seeing you.



Roger Wotton,
Mono Group Leader.

8. The Colour Group

It is a new season, and | would like to remind/introduce you to Colour Group.

We are a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and
celebrating our colour pictures

« Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown and
the author talks about them.

» We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often
questions on where and how.

» Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and
weaknesses and potential improvements.

It is a fun enjoyable evening. To quote members;

“Its spending the evening with a group of interesting, enjoyable friends and
seeing wonderful images

“Its a great way to understand and improve my work”

“We always have a great evening”

Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and
take the first steps to be ready for competition

Experienced members have improved work for external international
exhibitions.

Some members come just to watch and enjoy (no pressure to show).

“So something for all and its fun - please join us”
When and where: Last Wednesday of the month starting at 8.00 and finishing
at 10.00 Alternating, each month, between Live and virtual Zoom meetings (see

programme).

Look forward to seeing you.
Laurie Turner



9. Photographers in Camera (PIC) Group

The PIC Group is one of the special interest groups of Amersham
Photographic Society. PIC stands for Photographers In Camera, we offer
mutual support to those that wish to work with prints and produce bodies of
work, perhaps for a distinction, a project, a book, or even a personal exhibition.
While competition photography has it's place there are times when it can
become more meaningful to compile a set of images that can say so much
more than just an individual image.

The Group is run by Steve Smith FRPS and myself, Chris Palmer FRPS. We
both have significant experience of the RPS distinctions process, and can offer
informed advice to members that might wish to work towards an LRPS, ARPS
or FRPS qualification. The Group has been operating for more than 10 years,
and in that time has seen significant success to the point where we attract
members from other clubs, indeed our membership has now grown to over 50.
Rather than be a burden to APS we charge a season's subscription of just £10,
which covers our room hire costs and provides funds for refreshments, and for
additional equipment when required.

We meet every 3rd Thursday of the month from September to the following
May, and all members are welcome. 7.45 for 8pm in the Drake Hall, we resume
our meetings on Thursday 18th September. See you then?!

Chris Palmer

10. Amersham Beyond Group and Windows 10

The Amersham Beyond Group is aimed at creative photography and photo art.
The first meeting of the season is not until 2nd October.

If anyone is thinking about joining us and would like to know more, | will be
giving an overview at the first meeting of the season on 1st September, or drop
me an email.

Windows 10.
Everyone should be aware that support for Windows 10 officially expires on

October 141N after which time there will be no feature or security updates from
Microsoft for Windows 10. However, there will be an Extended Security
Updates programme for £30 for the first year to cover that aspect only, which is
the main concern.



| have updated a desktop and a laptop from Windows 10 to 11 (free of charge)
and they both went without a hitch, taking about an hour (with a fast internet
connection). You must always have a bulletproof backup (off the machine) just
in case, and your PC should pass the PC Health Check for minimum
requirements. If your PC is more than about 8 years old or doesn’t pass the
test, the upgrade is not recommended even though it may be possible. In that
situation | would be inclined to continue with Windows 10, paying for the
security updates, and think about a replacement in due course.

| found that after the in-place upgrade everything continued to work exactly as
before including passwords and registrations, albeit slightly slower. But your
experience may vary! You might also consider getting the PC upgraded by a
trusted repairer who should have the experience to overcome any problems
encountered including inadequate hardware.

Cheers,
Steve Brabner
beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com

11. On-Line Group

Our first meeting of the season takes place on Thursday 25th September at
8.00

We meet via Zoom five times a year at 8.00 to 10.00 pm on the fourth Thursday
of those months that do not clash with other APS activities. You will be invited to
submit up to three images per meeting, one of which should be a monochrome
image.

More details of this new Group can be found on our Website.

To register your interest please contact Tony Wright at
online@amershamphotosoc.com

12. Outings

We added two extra outings during the summer break. In June we visited



Rickmansworth Aquadrome for wildlife and waterskiing, giving us many

photo opportunities. In July we had a private tour of Pitstone Windmill followed
by a lovely walk along the Grand Union Canal at Marsworth. APS members
were as creative as ever and here are some images from those outings.

WAKE by Steve Hunter

‘Ggn T a

PITSTONE WINDMILL AND IVINGHOE BEACON by Mike Hynes



Our next club outing is on Wednesday 1st October when we will be exploring
the fascinating area of London to the north of Oxford Street known as Fitzrovia.
We will see street art, museums, amazing architecture and will have a tour of
the beautiful Fitzrovia Chapel. Places on this trip are limited so please

email outings@amershamphotosoc.com asap if you would like to come along.

We also have trips planned for November and December. Please see the club
website for further details.

If you would like to join us or have any queries about the outings, please email
us and we will send you details

outings@amershamphotosoc.com

or speak to either Juliet or Patrick at the club meetings. We are also often at
The Beech House Amersham on a Wednesday morning.

We very much look forward to seeing you on our trips.

Juliet / Patrick

13. External Competitions
A note from the external comps team.

The team are working hard on the behalf of APS and the CACC to select our
images for the PAGB national print championships to be held in Blackburn this
October. This is the event where two clubs from the CACC are chosen to
represent them. This we have done on many occasions and indeed these are
our third championships on the bounce. A group of us will be going to the event
and if anyone else would like to come along please ask for details. You will see
hundreds of often quite different images many of which are top quality. Its well
worth a peep.

As well as this we are starting to collate our bank of images for N W Fed and
Rosebowl competitions. If any member has images they feel we should look at
then please bring them along to a club meeting. There is no need to wait for a
club competition. Our membership is well over a hundred and we still seem to
rely on the old faithful so please support us with your work.

See you all soon.



Brian Ridgley

14. PAGB REVIEW DAY

In Early summer Hilary B and myself invited members to come along to an
informal get together in the Barn Hall. We were wisely supported by Steve
Smith, Gill Morgan and Chris Palmer who gave us their knowledgeable advice
on how to go about entering and submitting our work for PAGB distinctions of
Merit. The attendance was encouraging and everyone went home having learnt
lessons. With members having had time to reflect on new, continued or perhaps
parked (for now) journeys, we will arrange another session if members require
it. Awards for merit are not for everyone but in my own experience its a fun road
to travel along with many lessons learned as you take each bend and humped
back bridge. If any other members wish to find out more details please just grab
Hilary and Myself at a club meeting.

Best wishes.
Brian Ridgley

15. Social Media - Facebook

A very warm welcome to all new members of APS. If you are a Facebook user
we have a private members only group, Amersham Photographic Society
Members Only, which you can request to join. This is a friendly, fun, and secure
group page where we all share photographs, give and receive help and advice,
and let everyone know about get-togethers and outings.

Chrissi Ratcliffe
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