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Newsletter December 2025

1. December Events

All events start at 8pm unless otherwise indicated.

Date Location Event Leader/Judge/ Speaker
SPEAKER: WILL CHEUNG .
Mon, 1 Drake Hall . . Will Cheung
'‘Day in a Life'
Thu, 4 Drake Hall |Beyond Steve Brabner
PRINT COMP 2 - Judge: _
Mon, 8 |Drake Hall Jonathan Vaines
Jonathan Vaines
Outing - Low Light Juliet Ormiston/
Wed, 10 .
Photoshoot Patrick Hudgell
Wed, 10 |Zoom Committee Meeting
Committee
Thu, 11 Mono Group - 7:45 start Roger Wotton
Room
Mon, 15 |Drake Hall |Christmas Party
Chris Palmer/
Thu, 18 |Drake Hall |PIC Group - 7:45 start .
Steve Smith
Mon, 22 No meeting
Mon, 29 No meeting

2. Chairman's Message
| hope you all enjoyed the November talks from Dave Willis (the professional
photographer from the music industry) and Martin Addison (who has changed
his style of photography to creative), both of whom showed fabulous images




and were happy to share their processes.
APS is progressing through the external competitions thanks to Brian Ridgley
and his team.

As for December, a short programme for us as we are approaching the festive
season:-

On the 1st December we have a talk from the freelance photographer and
imaging journalist Will Cheung FRPS. Will has been a photographic editor and
over the years has edited Practical Photography, Digital Photo, Photography
Monthly, Advanced Photographer and, most recently, Photography News.
Currently Will sits on the RPS Travel Distinctions panel.

Another evening not to be missed.

On the 8th December for our Print Comp. 2 we welcome back to APS to judge
for the evening Jonathan Vaines from the East Anglian Federation. Jonathan is
a member of both the East Anglian Beyond Photographic Society and the
London Salon, he runs post processing workshops for the Royal Photographic
Society and elsewhere as well as giving talks and demonstrations for
photographic processing.

On the 15th December we shall have a social evening - our “Christmas Party”
when we shall be serving refreshments and a few Christmas nibbles.

As for our entertainment, we shall have an amusing AV presentation devised by
Steve Brabner, Alan Cosgrave will challenge us all with a quiz he is preparing
and finally Brian Ridgley is organising a raffle (if you are able to donate prizes,
please bring them on either the 1st or 8th December). Half the money raised
will go to APS and the other to support the Alzheimer’s Society. Hopefully, you
will come along as it is a chance to socialise with other members.

| would just mention that for our Monday meetings on the 5th and 12th January
our meetings will be on zoom and details will be supplied later.

Anyone, not coming to the Christmas Party, have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Diane



3. External Competitions and Christmas Raffle

Hi all. Wow Christmas again. So far a great year and season for external
comps. Our final round of the N W Fed group matches is next Thursday

4th Dec at Ealing and Hampshire House. Lovely venue with nice biscuits and a
friendly cat. Would be fab for a few members (especially committee) to see
what goes on. Normal times 8pm start.

With my Christmas raffle hat on | must say a HUGGGGGE thank you for all the
lovely donations we have received so far. To date we are well over £300 and
the raffle is still to come. Please look out any unwanted Diamonds, Gold sovs
and best china, thats just sitting in the drawer collecting dust. Lets go all out for
the £600. As well as helping Alzheimer's our club will benefit so we all win.

See you all soon.
Brian

4. Print Competitions

Ouir first print competition of this season was held on Monday 10th November.
Entry numbers were good although the General Class could be better
represented. One or two issues became apparent during the evening where
members seem to have forgotten some of the basics that ensure the smooth
running of the competition. Please remember that it is important that you check
exactly where your print should be placed on the boards. The hanging plan is
there to ensure that the print being judged is the same image that is being
projected. We also had an incident of corner numbers falling off the mount and
a couple of mounts left much to be desired in terms of quality. Thank you for
your cooperation.

WINNING IMAGES
General Class

1st Place — DARK by Nigel Gent



2nd Place - SURFERS IN THE MIST by Tricia Kendrick



3rd Place - Remembering Fond Times by Janette Quainton

Commended Image — Lichen on Slate by Tricia Kendrick.



Intermediate Class

1st Place — Man Versus Turning Tunnel by Charlie Blewett

!

2nd Place — Peta by Viv Blewett






Commended Images — Raindrops and Rooftops by Charlie Blewett.
Parallel Lines by Don Lewis

Advanced Class

1st Place — Oxpecker Feeding on Ticks by Maggie James

2nd Place — Unstoppable Reach by Maggie James



3rd Place — Indecisive Moment by Hilary Bailey



Commended Images — Flower Sorbets by Allison Trimbee
Yorkshire Farmer by Brian Gough
The Cleric by Richard Pitt

The next Print Competition will be on Monday 8th December 2025. The Judge
is to be Jonathan Vaines. Remember to have PDIs of the prints in by Friday 5th
December.

John Harding
Print Secretary



5. PDI Competitions

The second PDI competition was held on 24th November.

The results are as follows:

General Class

1st — 'SALTBURN' by Andrew Crawford

2nd — ‘RAJISTHANI EYES' by Nigel Gent

3rd — "TALKING HOBBIES' by Tricia Kendrick

Intermediate Class

1st — ‘ABSTRACT RUST' by Heather Sparks

2nd — 'PUFFIN WING FLAPPING' by Steve Simpson
3rd — ‘DANCING ON ICE' by Charlie Blewett

Advanced Class

1st — ‘BLUE CHEESEMAN' by Yin Wong

2nd — ‘DAY OF THE DEAD GIRL' by Geoff Walker

3rd — ‘WORKING LATE IN THE OFFICE' by John Allport

'‘SALTBURN' by Andrew Crawford



‘BLUE CHEESEMAN' by Yin Wong

The next PDI competition will be held on 12th January.

For those that haven’t entered before the rules and instructions are on the
competitions pages of the website
https://www.amershamphotosoc.com/competitions-internal/.

Any submissions should be emailed to the competition address at

pdientry@amershamphotosoc.com by midnight on the Friday night before the




competition on the Monday.

If you have any questions they can be asked to me (Steve Holden) on most
Monday nights either at the break or after the meeting, or via the
pdisec@amershamphotosoc.com address.

Steve Holden

6. The Mono Group

The Mono Group is an APS Special Interest Group, that supports and
encourages members interested in monochrome photography.

We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:45pm, with members showing
and discussing their images, receiving comments and encouragement from
group members.

We are a friendly group with members bringing prints (that don’t need to be
mounted) to our meetings.

However, you don’t have to show prints or images, you can just come to the
meetings and contribute to the discussion, if you wish.

Our next meeting is on Thursday 11th December at 7:45 in the Committee
Room.

We look forward to seeing you.

Roger Wotton,

Mono Group Leader.

7. The Colour Group
We are a small, friendly, informal group where we enjoy, seeing, discussing and
celebrating our colour pictures

» Each member submits up to three pictures (any genre) which are shown and
the author talks about them.

» We then chat about the picture expressing both appreciation and often
questions on where and how.

» Some authors will ask for feedback to help understand strengths and
weaknesses and potential improvements.

It is a fun enjoyable evening. To quote members;



“Its spending the evening with a group of interesting, enjoyable friends and
seeing wonderful images

“Its a great way to understand and improve my work”

“We always have a great evening”

Less experienced members have said it is a friendly place to get feedback and
take the first steps to be ready for competition

Experienced members have improved work for external international
exhibitions.

Some members come just to watch and enjoy (no pressure to show).

“So something for all and its fun - please join us”

When and where: Last Wednesday of the month starting at 8.00 and finishing
at 10.00 Alternating, each month, between Live and virtual Zoom meetings (see
programme).

Look forward to seeing you.

Laurie Turner

8. Photographers in Camera (PIC) Group

It was great to welcome so many PIC Group members to our November
meeting, despite the cold weather.

New member Steven Galvin showed us his successful Visual Art Associate
panel, and talked about it's evolution and development. A product of combined
multiple images of abstract art, with vibrant colours and complex structures.
Next it was the turn of Richard Pitt who showed us his proficiency in portraiture.
Usefully he brought us comparison shots of the images before processing, in
most occasions a significant transformation. The resultant monochrome prints
have already and rightly earned praise and reward, so the Group was privileged
to see this presentation.

After refreshments and cakes courtesy of Liz Vaz, it was her turn in the
spotlight to celebrate and learn of her very recent success in gaining her
Contemporary RPS Fellowship. Steve Smith provided a useful introduction, and
it was nice to learn that several more Group members have supported and
helped Liz during the 5 years it has taken for her panel to reach maturity. The
panel of trans people, a tough and ambitious project, effectively and movingly
showed their lives and interests, sensitive studies in monochrome.



Liz's F is the seventh within the Group's current membership. | can't think of
any other groups or clubs that can claim this feat!

Next month's meeting will be on Thursday December 18th. | have 2 or 3 names
on the list so far but would like at least one more to make a full evening.
Volunteers to myself or Steve please.

Chris Palmer

9. Amersham Beyond Group

Our next meeting is on Thursday 4th December at 8pm in the Drake Hall (our
usual Monday venue).

The current Challenges are;

#53 Print Works (last outing)

#54 Picture in Picture

#55 Cutlery

The Cutlery Challenge doesn’t necessarily have to be knives, forks and spoons
— anything from a kitchen drawer or shelf could qualify so long as the resulting
image is interesting and creative. Lighting will be key and a closeup will often
be called-for. Don’t discount phone cameras, they can be very good for macro
shots.

For more information see Amersham Beyond Group - Amersham Photographic
Society notes.

Visitors welcome - just come along and see what we get up to.

Any questions; beyondsec@amershamphotosoc.com

Cheers,

Steve Brabner




#53 EMBELLISHED RUST TRIPTYCH

by Myra Stokes #53 OVERLOOKING MANHATTAN by
Janette Quainton

#54 ALTER EGO by Ken Batchelor

10. Outings

In November, 22 members enjoyed the autumn colours and a lovely sociable
day at Kew Gardens. Subjects photographed included plants and trees, macro,
people, architecture, abstract and many more. As well as the three images here
there is a lovely selection on the club outings album on Flickr:-

https://www.flickr.com/photos/10884468@N06/albums/72177720330415718




'‘GINKO PRINCESS ' by Alan Sturges

'KEW FALLS' By Neil Cooper

Our next outing is a low light shoot at sunset and beyond on 10th December.
Numbers are limited on this one for safety reasons and this is already full. We
do however keep a waiting list in case anyone can't make it so please email
outings@amershamphotosoc.com if you would like to go on the waiting list.

We won't be holding an outing in January but will soon be posting details of the



outings from February onwards on the club website.

Juliet / Patrick



